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BEHIND THE COVER 


Choosing a cover every issue is often the 
hardest part of making this magazine. 

After sifting through hundreds of excellent 
images, we are left with a shortlist. But 
not all photos crop well, or accommodate 
text, or pass a number of other exacting 
technical criteria and they end up geting 
culled as the list is narrowed down 
further. Finally we’re left with only a 
handful of options. 

These photos are then designed into 
covers and intensely debated at Zag 
headquarters for a few weeks until one 
gets the nod. Everyone has different 
opinions and there’s a lot of passion 
involved. Usually some swearing as well. 
Even the odd tear. 

Aside from the pre-requisite criteria of 
being an exceptional photo, a cover needs 
to capture a defining moment. It needs to 
distill the essence of why we surf and what 
the magazine is about into a single page. 
No pressure. 

Whether it’s travel, hi-action, or simply 
a photo where the surfer is secondary 


to the perfection or intensity of a wave, 
there’s a litmus test for all great covers: If 
it immediately sucks you in and makes you 
feel like you’re living that moment yourself, 
then it’s a winner. 

All of this is a gut-wrenching exercise. 
Inevitably, you always have to exclude at 
least one other cover-worthy image. But 
this magazine was different. 

When the photo of Josh Redman rolled 
across our desktops, the same one 
that the fingertips on your left hand are 
probably pressing into right now, we 
immediately knew we had our shot. Action, 
drama and a defining moment - not only 
for Josh, but for South African surfing. 

Like many other exceptional surfers. 

Josh has never appeared on the cover of 
Zigzag before. It’s that hard. But that’s 
not the reason why he pulls into 15 foot 
Jaws or has dedicated his life to riding 
waves. Cameras be damned. Josh does it 
because, like you, he simply loves surfing. 
This time, he just happened to get the shot 
along the way. - Will 
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DROP THE ZAG A LINE ON LETTERS@ZIGZAG.CO.ZA AND BE HEARD 


WINNING LETTER: 

A LETTER TO OUR 10-YEAR-0L0 SON 


So you wanted an X-box for Christmas? 

All your friends have an X-box - everyone 
except you. 

Your dad and I have worked hard and have 
been lucky in life, so we can afford to buy 
you an X-box and as many games as your 
heart desires. It would have been really 
easy for us to buy you one and silence the 
nagging and stop our search for other gifts 
to fill the space of the X-box. 

So why didn’t we buy you an X-box? 
Because we don’t want that big beautiful 
brain and strong healthy body you are 
building to stop growing as you spend hours 
glued to a screen playing on an X-box. 

We have seen you progress from a little boy 
splashing in the waves on a boogie board, 


to a 10-year-old supergrom. Every time 
your dad takes you surfing, you get more 
confident, and better on that surfboard 
he bought you. Yes, we do spend money 
on toys for you - but toys that we see are 
making you grow into a better you. 

You are only 10 - you don’t understand 
what a compliment it is when Durban’s 
most famous surfboard shaper says to 
you in his shop that he saw your amazing 
left this morning and that you are surfing 
so well. 

You also don’t understand that the 
reason why you have improved so quickly 
is because of the hours and hours your 
father has spent taking you to the beach 
whenever he gets a gap. When he packs 
your school lunch at 4:30am and makes 
your breakfast and then gently wakes you 
and loads you into his car in your pajamas 
for an early morning surf before school. 
You don’t know any different because 


you have only had a dad who is totally 
committed to getting you to know and love 
surfing the way he does. You don’t know 
that other boys your age have fathers 
who are too busy, too tired, or are Just not 
around to do the same for their sons. 
Sunrises, toasted sarmies, after surf ice- 
creams, special songs you listen to in the 
car on the way to the beach and hours and 
hours of your father’s undivided attention - 
these are Just a few of the things you would 
have missed out on this year if we had 
bought you an X-box for Christmas last year. 
So with a whole new year of fun ahead of 
us, your dad and I choose once again to say 
no to the X-box. Not because we are mean 
and don’t want you to get what you want, 
but because we know all of the things you 
will miss out on if we do buy it. 

And one day, even though it doesn’t seem 
like it now, you will thank us for it. 

Love Mom and Dad 


BACK TO THE FUTURE PARTI 

Vol 39.1 seems to be a year late. It says 
Jan/Feb 2014 instead of 2015. 

Darren Sturgess 


BACK TO THE FUTURE PART II 

Thanks for the best magazine on the 
shelves, also thank you for making me 
travel back in time and going forward at the 
same time. Meaning, did you guys see the 
misprint of the date on the cover of 39.1? 
Mario Geyser 


BACK TO THE FUTURE PART III 

After a flight from Durbs to George, 
the hostie brought me a Zigzag that a 


passenger had left on board after we 
landed. What a score as I am a co-pilot 
(which means that I’m on a budget) and 
finding a treasure like that can never be 
passed up. 

Delighted with this gem, I checked out 
the cover only to read Vol 39.1 JAN/FEB 
2014. My heart sank thinking that I had 
already read it, but after passing the local 
bookstore, I checked dozens of copies on 
the shelf. I know all too well about getting 
used to writing the new date in my log book 
and I could only chuckle to see that my 
favourite mag has the same dilemma! 

Here’s to a chilled 2015 filled with long 
days and long barrels. 

Jared van der Merwe, Durbs 

Shaun Tomson once said that time expands 

in the tube. We’d like to claim the same 


about end-of-year deadlines, but you’re 
absolutely right - Vol 39.1 was supposed to 
read 2015, not 2014. Zag apologises for 
any confusion. 



SEND THE BEST 
LETTER a SCORE A 
QUIK HAMPER 
VALUED AT 
R2000 
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But if the high is weakened, as ^ 

happens durink El Nino years, fronts ^ 
tend to move croser and spray wave 
shrapnel along the coast more often. 

“We are currently in El Nino conditions,” 
explains Sarah Nicholson from the 
Department of Oceanography at UCT. 

“It’s likely that the impact of cold fronts - 
and associated weather and swell - have 
been more prominently felt by Cape Town 
this summer because they are not being 
deflected as much by the usual strong 
summer high-pressure.” 

El Nino operates in cycles and swell 
patterns are influenced by other climatic 
variables, so it could be years until the 
Cape has such a wave rich summer again. 

But don’t be sad. Winter is just around 
the corner. 


MAX ELKINGTON 

SUMMER OF LOVE 


The summer of 2014 / 15 has been one 
for the record books in the Western Cape. 
Everywhere from the West Coast to the 
Overbergwas pummelled with regular 
swells and more barrels than you could 
swing a piece of kelp at. But why do some 
summers produce more surf than others? 
There are a number of possible reasons, 
but one common factor is the South 
Atlantic High Pressure system that grows 
stronger and wedges itself closer along the 
southern tip of the continent in summer. 
This high-pressure cell acts as a bubble, 
deflecting swell-producing fronts as they 
sweep up from the Southern Ccean. 
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DID HE 



MAKE IT? 


WHERE WE KEEP YOU 
GUESSING UNTIL 
THE NEXT PAGE 


> 

JOHN JOHN FLORENCE 

FLIPPING OUT @ BACKDOOR 
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WHAT HAPPENED 


As told by photographer Pete Frieden: 

This photograph almost didn’t happen. 

It was an overcast, semi rainy day, with a 
strong south wind. Most photogs wouldn’t 
consider shooting but I knew that a south 
wind on the North Shore meant airs on the 
rights. I checked all the spots from Rocky’s 
to Log Cabins, but nothing looked good at 
all. Stopping by at Ehukia on the way back 
I noticed John John and friends running 
down towards the Pipe stretch of beach. 

The session started with some big airs, 
but nothing successfully made. Then it 
started raining and I almost left. I decided 
to wait it out and the rain eventually 
stopped. I got down to the water’s edge just 
in time for this wave. John John seemed to 
Just be going for one big move all morning. 

He took off and Just raced for an 
oncoming section and, boom! He did this 
flip and landed it, making it look so casual 
and easy. After this he came straight in. He 
is currently working on a movie and must 
have thought that this was one of the best 
things he did all winter, because he bought 
the footage from every video guy that got 
the clip to keep it exclusive for his movie. 
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NAME/ MICHAEL MONK 

AGE/ 17 

HOMETOWN/ EAST LONDON 
SPONSORS/ RIP CURL, REEF BRAZIL, 

ISLAND STYLE, JUST SURFING, 

FISHSTIX SURFBOARDS 



Wh^ inijires^o® My dad, the way he surfs and how much he 
surfs even at his old age! [Laughs] I might get hurt for saying that... 
jWhere will surfinMbe in fivei^rs? Hopefully still in the sea. 
[Favourite SA slanJJ) Bru. 

iBacon and e^^or muesli and cereal?] Bacon, and trade the egg in 
for more bacon. 

[Best thing a 0r\ has ever said to fftu?, Let’s go surf. 

iFavourite tunes before Mddlingout?l Tropical House by Sam Feldt. 

iHidden talent?I Skating. 

[Ultimate place to be stranded^ Costa Rica. 

Biggest mistake you’ve made? Letting someone catch a wave in 
the last 10 seconds of a heat. 

IWorst wave IPu’ve ever surfed^ Long Beach when it’s not 
really breaking. 

iProudest moment?1 Winning SA Champs and getting my 
Springbok colours. 

iWhat do iiu want to see more of in SA surfinM Training camps 
and high-performance centres. 

[If you had to do aniChing other than be a pro surfer?| I’d like to 
ravel the world and do no work! 

IJordy, John John or Gabriel?| Jordy. 

[If you could surf with anffine, who would it be with?] Kelly Slater, so 
I can learn from the best. 

barrel or^ant air?| Big barrels. 

[Wisest words you’ve heard?| Start by doing what’s necessary, then 
do what’s possible, and suddenly you’re doing the impossible. 
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The invasive Mytilus galloprovinciajis or Mediterranean mussel that blankets much of the Western 
Cape makes a hearty, healthy and sustainable meal. What are you waiting for? Go tuck in. ©tresfon 


If you’ve jumped off the rocks anywhere between 
Port Nolloth and the Kei, chances are you’ve tiptoed 
over a carpet of Jagged Mytilus while cursing under 
your breath. But the common mussel is far more 
than Just a painful obstacle to overcome while 
accessing your favourite lineup. 

BY KIMON DE CREEP 
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Mussels are an essential part of our marine 
ecosystem and an excellent, sustainable 
source of protein. They feed by filtering tiny 
particles out the water, converting dribs 
of plankton and assorted detritus — kelp 
fragments, fish eggs, seaweed spores, 
decomposing organic matter — into high 
quality meat. They can be collected without 
damaging marine habitats or bringing in 
high levels of bycatch, unlike hake trawling, 
for example, which pulverizes the seafloor 
and kills large numbers of non-target 
species, including endangered fish, dolphins 
and sharks. 

Harvesting and eating mussels is relatively 
straightforward but the biological backstory 
that has resulted in them smothering rock 
jumps across the west coast is fascinatingly 
complex. There are four main species of 
black mussel on South Africa’s southern 
and western shores; two of these species, 
the most abundant, are not indigenous. The 
Mediterranean mussel — scientific name 
Mytilus galloprovincialis — is native to Europe 
and established breeding populations here 
in the 1980s. Its shell is tinged blue and 


along the coast, the Mediterranean mussel 
invasion has greatly increased the amount 
of living space for these animals, and their 
numbers have exploded. With more mussels 
on the rocks there are now many more 
things packed in between them, which has 
altered the texture of the shoreline in a 
profound way. 

It’s no surprise, then, that biologists refer 
to mussels as ecosystem engineers, a term 
for organisms that structurally transform 
the habitats they occupy. The first barefoot 
surfers crossing the rocks at Elands Bay 40 
years ago probably cut their feet far less 
often, although today’s bootie-clad brigade 
are far better protected. 

South Africa’s biggest mussel invasion 
to date has had other direct impacts. 

One formerly abundant limpet species, 
Scutellastra argenvillei, has been excluded 
from large parts of its home range, as have 
two indigenous mussel varieties: the black 
Choromytilus meridionalis, which is darker 
and thinner in profile than its Mediterranean 
counterpart, and the brown Aulacomya ater, 
which has a ridged shell. All three species 


THE FIRST BAREFOOT SURFERS CROSSING THE 
ROCKS AT ELANDS BAY 40 YEARS AGO PROBABLY 
CUT THEIR FEET FAR LESS OFTEN 


somewhat flattened from top to bottom, 
giving it a squat, bulbous appearance. 

It grows faster than indigenous mussel 
varieties and reproduces more quickly. It 
can withstand longer periods without water 
and survives further up the shore. These 
attributes have allowed the Mediterranean 
mussel to spread nearly 2000 kilometres 
since arriving in South Africa 40 years ago, 
outcompeting local species and reconfiguring 
some of the basic ecological ground rules 
that govern life on the region’s rocky shores. 
Historical photographs of the Western Cape, 
from back when gramps used to surf with 
nobody else around, show relatively bare 
shores dominated by limpets, which grazed 
territorially on algae and kept the rocks clean. 
Today the same spots are thick with mussels 
and their writhing cohabitants, representing 
a massive overall increase in the abundance, 
diversity and mass of intertidal life. 

Think of a mussel bed as an apartment 
block for slithering creatures. In amongst the 
shells, protected from waves, communities 
of whelks (a predatory marine mollusk with 
a spiral shell), worms, lice, snails, crabs and 
starfish get on with their lives. Like a property 
developer erecting high-density housing units 


now survive in refuge habitats — sandy rocks, 
deep water — where the invasive mussels are 
less prevalent. 

Other organisms have benefited from the 
presence of a thriving Mediterranean mussel 
population. Mussel meat is Just as nutritious 
for certain animals as it is for humans, and 
a wide variety of predator species target it, 
including gulls, octopuses, whelks, crayfish 
and starfish. African black oystercatchers, 
once a flagship conservation species, have 
largely recovered thanks to the increased 
availability of food, and are now relatively 
common in the Western Cape. Drilling whelks 
— merciless creatures that secrete sulphuric 
acid to dissolve small holes in mussel shells, 
through which they slurp the flesh — can 
now be found in densities exceeding 1000 
individuals per square meter, equivalent to 
some 125 individuals spread across two 
pages of this magazine. 

Besides their direct effects on marine life, 
invasive mussels have also altered some 
large-scale ecological processes. While 
feeding they collectively circulate huge 
volumes of water through their filters, acting 
like a vast network of pool pumps. According 
to Charles Griffiths, a retired professor of 
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Zoology at the University of Cape Town, a 
single table-sized individual (5-6 cm long) 
can work through three litres of water 
per hour, straining out all particles larger 
than two thousandths of a millimetre - 
that’s smaller than most bacterial cells 
- in the process. 

“It’s absolutely normal to have 5 000 
mussels on a square metre of rock,” says 
Griffith. “Even if each mussel filters just 
two litres per hour, in total that’s 10 tons 
of water, or 240 tons a day. The water they 
release is crystal clear.” 

Mussels partially offset these water 
purifying activities by releasing prolific 
quantities of sperm and eggs into the 
water, which collide with and fertilize 
each other at random. According to 
Griffiths, their flesh is mostly made up 
of reproductive tissue, and for most of 
the year their bodies are more than half 
gonads by weight. Try not to think of that 
too much next time you’re tucking into a 
bowl of mussel stew. 

Sometime in the early 2000s the 
Mediterranean mussel was Joined by a 
second invasive species, Semimytilus 
algosus, a small, greenish, elongated 
mussel from Chile. In the first record of its 
presence in South Africa it was reported 
that S. algosus had established dense 
beds over a 500km stretch between 
Namaqualand and Cape Town, becoming 
the dominant organism on the low shore. 
S. algosus has subsequently spread at 
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least as far east as Hermanns, expanding 
its range by 250km in less than five 
years. Its small size makes it unsuitable 
for human harvesting but ideal for other 
shellfish predators, with the effect that 
more food has become available in newly 
invaded areas. The wider ecological 
implications of this new introduction 
remain to be seen. 

Regardless of the species, mussels 
on the west coast could be harvested 
more heavily than they currently are: 
they grow very quickly and few people 
eat them. Removing an individual from 
the rocks merely opens space for new 
larvae to settle. Mussel collectors on the 
east coast face a different situation. The 
water is warmer and poorer in nutrients, 
and aggressive invasive species have 
never gained a foothold. This has left the 
indigenous Perna perna — a humble, 
rounded, brown-shelled thing — to 
fend for itself against large groups of 
hungry people. In the former Transkei, 
for example, mussel stocks have been 
depleted by unchecked subsistence 
harvesting, with bare rocks steadily 
replacing the beds. A narrow-minded 
approach to conservation blames 
subsistence harvesters for the decline, 
but in an area that has been actively 
impoverished by more than 200 years of 
opressive policies, the issue is far more 
complex. 


TO SAVE MONEY ON YOUR NEXT WEST COAST 
MISSION WHILE EATING LIKE A LARNEY AT A 
CAMPS BAY RESTAURANT, TRY THIS: 


Pack a pot, a cheap bottle of white 
wine, tomatoes, garlic and an onion in 
the car. Drive something other than a 
V8 truck for increased frugality. 

Buy a loaf of fresh bread. 

Arrive, paddle out, get barrelled. Avoid 
fighting with kite surfers and locals. 

Pluck black mussels from the rocks. 
Look for the invasive Mediterranean 
variety, which taste better and can be 
harvested most sustainably. 

The upper size limit varies and is 
influenced by wave exposure. Keep 
this in mind while harvesting. On rough 
shores small individuals prevail. To 
find older, burlier mussels, scratch 
around in sheltered pools and cracks. 

Leave mussels in salt water for 15 
minutes to purge sand. Start frying 
onions and garlic. Pour first glass 
of wine. 

Toss mussels in pot and close lid. Add 
chopped tomato and a splash of your 
drink. Simmer for five minutes. When 
shells open, remove from heat and 
serve. Feast until full. Use bread to 
mop up sauce. Finish bottle. Sleep. 

Wake up. Surf. Repeat. 


BE SHARK SMART 

STAYING 

SAFE 


Surfers and sharks have a lot in common. Both 
spend a fair amount of time at the backline and 
near deep water channels. Surfers are there 
for the perfect wave, whereas sharks swim 
through this area to surprise fish and seals. 
Unfortunately, this means that surfers are often 
the group most at risk of encountering a shark. 


WHY DO SHARKS ATTACK? 

In South Africa, only three shark species pose a serious 
threat to surfers: the white, bull (Zambezi) and tiger 
sharks. These sharks are all large, confident and oppor- 
tunistic predators that live in coastal waters - the same 
waters regularly used by people. But why do sharks 
attack? Three theories answer this question and help us 
to understand why the majority of incidents are non-fatal. 


Investigatory bites 

Sharks are naturally 
curious and will often 
investigate foreign objects 
through test-biting - a 
softer than normal bite, 
which can unfortunately 
inflict severe damage to a 
person. 

Predation and 
mistaken identity 

The vibrations created by 
paddling combined with 
the seal- or turtle-like 


silhouette of a surfer may 
cause a shark to think a 
surfer is prey. 

Social/defensive theory 

White sharks communi- 
cate with one another 
using body posture, and 
they bite to defend their 
personal space. A surfer 
on the water’s surface may 
be unaware of a shark’s 
presence - let alone its 
defensive displays - 
until it is too late. 



SA HUMAN AND SHARK 
INTERACTIONS SINCE 1900 



WAYS TO STAY SAFE 

• Don’t surf alone! 

• Don’t surf when birds, dolphins or seals are feeding. 

• Avoid areas where people fish a lot. 

• Surf where Shark Spotters are on duty. 

• If you encounter a shark, maintain eye contact 
and exit the water quickly, but calmly. 


KNOW YOUR 
SHARK FLAGS 

0 B«SharkSmart 
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SHARK SPOTTIRS 


The Shark Spotting Programme is the only programme of its kind in the world. It attempts to balance the needs of both people and white shark 
conservation by pro-actively reducing the interaction and conflict between recreational water users and sharks, www.sharkspotters.org.za 
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THE CASEYjGRANT STORY 

BY SIMON, NICHOLSON 



ALL PHOTOS © GREG EWING UNLESS OTHERWISE CREOITED 
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Below and right: Like shooting fish in a barrei. 


riving out of Durban’s city, through 
the chemical smog of industrial 
factories, past the old airport, the 
traffic gradually empties as the 
road bends and curves into the countryside, 
weaving its way over rivers and through 
the rolling green hills of the South Coast. 
Concrete and steel give way to wild banana 
trees, acres of sugar cane, and right point 
breaks that stretch out into the Indian Ocean. 
The warm morning air smells like burning 
molasses, sweet and thick, as the land 
breeze creates a velvet texture on the swells 
marching up the coast. 

This is where Casey Grant lives. This is 
where he was made. 

25 years old, in the prime of his surfing 
career, Casey is arguably the best surfer in 
South Africa barring Jordy Smith. He has set 
the South African surfing scene alight for the 
last eight years. Multiple Pro Junior titles, 
back-to-back SA titles and runner up to Jordy 
in the Mr Price Pro. His results are good. But 
not as good as his potential. This kid has the 
big leagues written all over him. 

The first thing that grabbed me about 
Casey’s surfing was the speed. The speed at 
which he is going when he turns is unique. 

He opens up on the face like Fanning. No 
brakes. He draws lines that you imagine 


when you mind-surf and he does them fast. 
He does big airs. Reckless, like a young 
Bruce Irons. His style is slick, like a panther 
stalking. He is a legitimate talent. 

All this and yet we know so little about 
Casey Grant. 2015 lies ahead of him like a 
blank canvas - a decent sponsorship deal 
with Lizzard, magazines callingfor trips and 
contests waiting to be won. What does fate 
have in store for the Scottburgh local? 
Perhaps what lies ahead is best answered 
by looking back. 

Nothing has come easy so far for Casey. 
Shortly after finding his contest groove in 
2008 he was introduced to the real world, 
having to pay the bills and learning to look 
after himself. With adulthood forced upon 
him abruptly, he had to find a way to make 
ends meet, and that way was skippering 
boats, lifeguarding, working safety on movie 
sets, shooting fish and selling them, all 
the while trying to make a go of a fledgling 
pro surfing career. He had no managers, 
personal trainers or safety net to fall back 
on. Inevitably he got burnt, and the scars 
still show. 

“I’ve learnt not to trust anyone in business 
and to deal with the issues life gives you,” 
says Casey, referring to a contract that 
he was promised shortly after his big Mr 




32 




ZAG 39.3 /PROFILE 






ZAG 39.3 /PROFILE 


Before Casey shattered his tibia in 2013, he was near unbeatabie on the iocai circuit with back-to-back SA 
Champs tities. The accident put him out the water for haif a year, but safe to say he’s come back as strong 
as ever. Powering in the Indian ocean. 




"JUST ME AND THE SEA EQUALS 
A HAPPY C-DOGG" 


Price Pro result in 2010, which never 
materialised. 

Good friend and fellow South Coaster, 
Gavin Roberts, remembers the time well. 

“I lent him money the week before that 
event, he had nothing. A week later he had 
R70 000 in his account.” 

Casey is candid when it comes to the ups 
and downs he has had to navigate since. 
“Being independent my whole surfing 
career has made my life hell,” he says. 
“Sponsors help as much as they can but 
there are still a ton of things you yourself 
have to do, and I knew nothing about it 
when it all started off. Now I’ve got some 
good friends that help me whenever I’m a 
bit lost. I think I’m on top of things these 


days. Being smarter with cash and living 
a little less glamorous saves huge money 
and that could be your next surf trip or just 
filling up the fridge. I don’t think there is 
one pro surfer in this country who doesn’t 
stress about cash almost every day, and if 
you’re not stressing at the moment then get 
ready for it, because it coming. And that’s 
a shame.” 

Gavin can relate on many levels. Apart 
from being team manager at Lizzard, he 
too had a chance at the big time: plenty of 
talent, a mean contest game and a limited 
shot at the World Qualifying Series. He 
recalls the tough decision of giving up the 
dream for a desk Job. 

“It’s hard man, to pay for a proper crack at 


the Top 34, it’s like a five year deal, it takes 
time to figure it all out. And that costs big 
money,” says Gavin. Money that’s not as 
readily available as it was before. 

It’s no secret the surf industry has 
fallen on tough times. Surf fashion is not 
mainstream cool anymore and marketing 
budgets have dried up fast. Every sponsor 
is left with the difficult question: is there 
value in sending your top team rider on a 
full time WQS campaign? Until he reaches 
the big leagues, he is virtually invisible to 
the local market. 

Some bigjunior career names have gone 
missing from the heat draws recently as 
reality crashes in and new career plans are 
laid on dry land. If you want it, you have to 
earn it the hard way. And coming from SA, 
it’s hard. 

In 2013, Just as Casey was getting his 
head around the game, he was dealt a 
massive blow when he broke his leg playing 
soccer. This wasn’t some small fracture - 
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dagascar trip last year, it was a good 
raves were pumping.” 



he shattered his tibia, the thick shinbone 
connecting your knee to your ankle. 

“I didn’t have medical aid, and they 
needed specialised parts to fix me,” says 
Casey. “I was told it was going to be at 
least 14 days of waiting and operating in a 
government hospital ward.” 

Casey reached out to a friend who worked 
in the medical industry. His friend helped 
arrange the surgical parts, including a ‘nail’ 
that would run from his tibia to his knee, 
and Casey was booked into hospital for 
surgery. “The op went ok but the hospital 
was like being in prison,” recalls Casey. 

On the fourth day after the operation, he 
yanked out his own drip and discharged 
himself. It would be six months until he 
could get on a surfboard again. 

“Every little step back to physical health 
was a victory, walking again, swimming...” 
he remembers. “When I started to surf 
again it sucked because I was such a kook 
and it hurt. But the injury didn’t kill my 
confidence. When I could finally do a proper 
wraparound cutback, then I knew. Time to 
come alive again.” 


A year later, Casey is surfing as good as 
ever. You would never guess that it is with 
nuts and bolts holding his leg together. 

“We all take things for granted, I know I did 
before the injury,” he says. “But it’s what 
happens after that changes you. I felt good 
about my surfing before my accident but 
I was bored and lacked drive. I’m feeling 

"I JUST WANT TO 
GET BARRELLED 
AS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE." 

so much more driven now, so much more 
hungry. Surfing South Africa has called 
me up to represent SA. I wasn’t called up 
before my injury. I’m proud to represent 
my country, and I’m loving my surfing more 
than ever.” 

He thinks about this all, then adds: “I’ve 
matured a lot from when I was 18 or 19 
and that only comes from winning and 


losing in life. It only takes one small piece 
until you start putting the puzzle together.” 
Casey stands poised at a crossroads. He 
could definitely make it. He has the talent, 
his health, a decent contract - probably not 
enough for a full time crack at the WQS, 
but it’s enough to get the ball rolling, if 
that is what he wants. But herein lies the 
real question: how much does Casey Grant 
want it? 

The South Coast has seen talent like this 
before; its sand bottomed points have 
created natural foot freaks like Frankie, 
Gordon Turnbull, Mike Roscoe. Most of 
them are right back at home where they 
started. Something we forget when it 
comes to the pros, the best of the best, is 
that they are also surf stoked Junkies, Just 
like us, maybe even more so because they 
have found a way to turn their addiction into 
a living. 

The harsh contrast of pro surfing’s World 
Qualifying Series versus the ‘Dream Tour’ 
of the World Surfing League is, simply, this: 
really shitty waves. Compare your average 
qualifying event to the east coast on a 
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"I DIDN'T HAVE MEDICAL AID, AND THEY NEEDED 
SPECIALISED PARTS TO FIX ME. I WAS TOLD IT WAS 
GOING TO BE AT LEAST 14 DAYS OF WAITING AND 
OPERATING IN A GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL WARD." 
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winter’s morning and you start to understand why some of 
that talent is still right where it started. Surfers are first and 
foremost addicted to good waves and few places on earth 
offer the kind of fix that we find regularly up and down the 
South African coastline. 

“I just want to get barrelled as much as possible/' says 
Casey. “I also really want to do more surf trips! I loved the 
Madagascar trip last year, it was a good crew and the waves 
were pumping. I want to do more of that. But...” he continues. 
“I also love to compete because I’ve had the taste of victory. 

I love the sport, I love training for events and studying 
equipment and sea conditions. It’s a Job for me and I take 
it seriously” 

It might seem like a contradiction but this is the very 
dilemma many aspiring pros grapple with. Kelly Slater was 
recently quoted on the difference in the two types of surfing, 
competitive versus free surfing and his words, as always, 
were telling: “It’s a hard act to balance the grass roots core 
of surfing and competition. I’m not convinced it can be done. 
So I’ve begun to view them as completely separate entities, in 
order to enjoy them for what they are. Free surfing gives you 
freedom to be yourself and listen only to yourself, make your 
own decisions and enjoy the result of your thought process in 
a physical form.” 

Casey knows this side of surfing well, the part that hooks us 
all in from the very beginning. It’s about being a part of the 
ocean and carving out your own niche. For Casey, that niche 
is Scottburgh. 

“The things I love most about my town is how quiet it is, 
everyone gets along with their day to day issues without really 
bothering anyone else,” he says. “I also have everything I 
need to survive and be happy right on my door step - fishing, 
spearing, surfing, driving boats, cheap beers.” 

This ethic of self-reliance and a value system based around 
the ocean not only breeds respect, but a rugged directness 
that is a defining trait of the area. “It’s almost an instinctive 
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"I DON'T THINK THERE IS ONE PRO SURFER IN THIS 
COUNTRY WHO DOESN'T STRESS ABOUT CASH ALMOST 
EVERY DAY, AND IF YOU'RE NOT STRESSING AT THE 
MOMENT THEN GET READY FOR IT, BECAUSE IT'S COMING. 



thing here when you’re a grom to be cocky 
and get a few slaps before you are let out 
into the world/' says Casey. “I was brought 
up to be straight with people and if I’ve got 
a problem with someone I’ll settle it right 
then and there. Most of the guys on the 
coast were brought up the same way”. 

I call Chris Leppan, long time surfing and 
fishing partner and competitive rival, who 
has known Casey since junior school. Chris 
reflects on the history they have and how 
Casey introduced him to fishing, spearing 
and the tight-knit local crew at Scottburgh. 
“I love going down there, I can relate to 
those guys so much, they live to surf and 
that’s so cool. Casey introduced to me 
all the local guys and you can see what 
a positive influence he has had on the 
community with his success, they are really 
proud of him I think.” 


Chris is a fan too. “He reminds me of the 
Irons brothers, raw, unpredictable and so 
competitive. I’ve competed against him 
through so many different things - school 
rugby, nippers, surfing, spearing and he is 
Just a champion, such a natural waterman.” 

“He is the first person to stand up for you, 
no matter what,” adds Chris. “But he will 
also be the first person to tell me when 
I’m in the wrong. I respect that so much 
about him.” 

Committed. No bullshit. Straight to the 
point. Casey’s character reads much like 
his surfing. 

Ironically, it’s this uncompromising 
approach that may be his Achilles heel. 

Will Casey be able to forfeit his lifestyle in 
pursuit of contest points and cash? The Jury 
is still out but you quickly get the feeling 
that money is not his driving force. “Just me 


and the sea equals a happy C-Dogg,” he 
quips lightheartedly, but then adds more 
seriously, “Surfing is a dream for me and 
I’m lucky to be good enough to have it as 
my Job. I’ll never take itfor granted, just the 
fact that I have the opportunity to pick up 
my board whenever I want and go surf is all 
the motivation I need. I don’t need anything 
else to get me amped. Every time I surf I 
try blow up because I love the feeling of 
ripping. It’s that simple.” 

Casey Grant has a good few years of 
ripping ahead. It remains to be seen if he 
will find his way onto the main stage and 
show the world his true talent. Or if that 
talent will be saved for the lucky few who 
get to watch his surfing firsthand on the 
canvas it was made for. Either way, he 
assures me, “I’ll never have a desk Job. ’’^j 
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IS... 

^ INTENSE 

No surfing real estate on earth packs as much intensity per square 
metre as Hawaii. From the locals to the crowds, to the fingers of lava 
reef lurking just below the water’s surface, you can feel the weight of 
history and the pressure of consequence bearing down on you every 
time you paddle out. Driving this intensity are the waves. Born from 
storms that sweep down from the Aleutian Islands beneath the North 
Pole, these swells travel unobstructed across the North Pacific before 
they slam into Hawaii with unmatched ferocity. And the only way to 
meet them is head-on. 





HAWAII tS- 

MORETHAN 


THE NORTH SHORE 


Pipeline, Backdoor and the rest of the Seven Mile Miracle may revel in 
the glory, but the Hawaiian archipelago comprises eight main islands 
and many smaller atolls and islets. The entire island chain is actually 
made up of the exposed peaks of the Hawaii-Emperor seamount chain, 
an immense undersea mountain range that spawned the largest 
active volcano on earth, Mauna Loa, along with a lot more waves 
than you think. 
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Teahupoo may match Pipeline for intensity and power, Bali might be the new 
hi-performance capital of the world, but nowhere else still puts it all together 
and tests a surfer like the North Shore. From Tomson to Curren, Pottz, Irons, 
Slater and Medina - being able to hold your own in Hawaii has been a defining 
trait of world champs for decades. And that remains a fact. 
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Matt Bromley, ensconced at Off The Wall. © foley 
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The reality of Backdoor Pipe, as illustrated by a reef that just gets shallower the further you ride, ©sterman 

53 




ZAG 39.3 /PHOTO FEATURE 



It’s not death defying pits all day, every day. Bianca Buitendag enjoying the lighter side of Hawaii. © moran 
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HAWAII IS... 

RULED BY HAWAIIANS 

Ever since Captain James Cook arrived in 1778 and named it “The 
Sandwich Islands”, Hawaii has had a fraught relationship with 
outsiders. Cook and his crew were first welcomed by the Hawaiians 
and partook generously in their women and hospitality, giving them 
iron nails from their ships in exchange. But on their return in 1779, 
the islanders weren’t as welcoming. The captain himself came to a 
sticky end after a small rowing boat was stolen from his fleet. Cook 
tried to abduct the Hawaiian King, Kalani’opu’u, to hold for ransom 
in exchange for the boat. He didn’t count on the Hawaiians fighting 
back and Cook was bludgeoned then stabbed to death as the rest 
of his men retreated. 

This bloody genesis laid the foundation for a history of distrust that 
culminated in the annexation of Hawaii in 1898. Hawaii became 
the 50th state of the USA in 1959 but a fiery pride in Hawaii’s 
indigenous roots still runs deep. America may govern on land but in 
the water, Hawaii is still ruled by Hawaiians. 
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X^WAII IS.. 

^THE HOME OF ALOHA 

Aloha is far more than a greeting. Native Hawaiians will tell you it’s 
about living positively in the now, while respecting nature and your 
fellow man. Directly translated it means “the joyful (oha) sharing 
(a/o) of life energy (ha) in the present” and encourages the 
well-being of others through your own actions. 

Aloha has broad cultural and spiritual significance, not unlike 
South Africa’s Ubuntu, but is far more apt when threading your way 
through the barrel of your life. 
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Thursday 2i2 Jarfuary 2015 is not a day Josh'F^dm^n will ever 
forget. On his first ever sessiort'at Jaws,.-Jthe Durban charger 
snagged three of the best waves ot the*'day, getting ridiculously 
barrelled across the reef on both rides. Along with the likes of 
Albee Layer, his performance set the interweb alight and earned 
hrn\a co'juple of Billabong XXL Award nominations for Ride of the 
Year. Josh Redman charged, and the world took notice. You don’t 
just go back to everyday life after that. 

Or do you? 


Interview by Jazz kuschKe 
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Zigzag: Does Jaws compare to anything 
you’ve ridden before? 

Josh Redman: I don’t think it compares 
to anywhere else. It’s unlike any other big 
wave spot, how it breaks and then runs 
across the reef, just barrelling. That’s high- 
performance big wave surfing right there. 

The day you got it was pretty much the 
perfect paddie day, right? 

Ja, I can’t touch too much on what it would 
be like to paddle if it was, say, 25 foot. 

It was only about 15 to 18 foot when I 
surfed it, so paddling that day was quite 
manageable. It is a tough wave to paddle 
though - you have to put yourself right in 
the zone. The lineup is split up between the 
West Bowl, which is mostly where the guys 
get barreled, and the North Peak, which is 
further outside where Dorian gets those 


monsters. It’s crazy how it can run all the 
way across into the bowl. But it breaks so 
fast that by the time you get to the bottom 
and do a bottom turn, the wave is gone 
already. So unless you set your line in the 
beginning - what guys like Dorian and 
Albee Layer do - you’re losing. Those guys 
are out there trying to get tubed, everyone 
else is trying to make the drop. 

This was your third fuii season in Hawaii. 
What was different this year? 

I don’t know so much if anything was 
different. I think I Just persisted in going 
back there every year and it kind of all 
came together this season. I think I’m 
Just a bit more comfortable on the North 
Shore now. Jaws is obviously a whole 
different story, but just going back to Hawaii 
every year has made me more and more 


JUST GOING 
BACK TO HAWAII 
EVERY YEAR 
HAS MADE ME 
MORE AND MORE 
COMFORTABLE 
BEING THERE. 
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comfortable being there. I also worked on 
my boards a little bit, I kind of knew what I 
needed. I’d trained a lot before and I was 
ready for it. Finally I had my season. 

There was a slightly different crew of 
Saffas around this season, am I right? 

Ja, it was a fairly underground crew we had 
over there. It was really cool to cruise with 
guys like Mike Schlebach and James Taylor. 

I really enjoy spending time with those guys, 
especially since I spent so much time in 
Cape Town. That’s where my philosophies 


for riding big waves were shaped and I 
really connect with those guys. There’s 
such a brotherhood among the Cape Town 
crew. I also spent a lot of time this season 
with Ben Wilkinson and Kohl Christensen. 
They’re also pretty underground. There’s 
perhaps less courting the media and 
building a profile with guys like that and it’s 
more about riding the waves, sharing with 
each other. They Just want to spend time in 
the water with their mates and watch them 
get waves. I’m more drawn to that. 


Tell us a bit about your training? 

I don’t know if it’s very surfing-specific, 
but I enjoy boxing and I have a boxing gym 
just around the corner from my house so 
I go boxing four times a week. It’s a gnarly 
hour of intense training every time. It’s 
something I enjoy and everything I do I want 
to make sure I’m enjoying it. 

Big wave surfing has become more 
accessible and the name spots seem to be 
getting a lot more crowded. Is it becoming 
a bunfight out there? 
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Geez, with the whole media thing, it’s 
kind of turned into a different game with 
everyone trying to get their photo and get 
their clip. So yes, it is a bit hectic, but there 
are different scenes out at every spot. 

Like out at Mavericks, a lot of guys aren’t 
looking for coverage, they’re just out there 
to get a good wave and surf with their 
mates. Also, Mavericks is an A-frame so you 
can kind of sit wide and be totally safe. Or 
put yourself in the spot if you want to, like 
the really good guys do - they take off right 
in the bowl and only the best can do that. 
Jaws is a whole different game. If you’re 
out there, you’re out there. The playing 
field is huge and there’s always the chance 
of getting caught. If a clean-up set comes 
through, everyone’s going to get caught, 
that’s the deal out there. And it’s more of 
a high-performance wave. So, there’s a 
different skill level out at Jaws, the bar is 
a bit higher there. 

Was the vibe out at Jaws intense? 

The vibe in the water was really good, 
actually, especially among the Maui locals, 
those guys are all super cool. Albee is one 
of the best guys out there but he is such 


a mellow dude. The only vibe comes from 
the guys who are not from there who are 
scratching around trying to get a wave. 

IT'S UNLIKE ANY OTHER 
BIG WAVE SPOT, HOW IT 
BREAKS AND THEN RUNS 
ACROSS THE REEF, JUST 
BARRELLING. 

Any heavy moments? 

It wasn’t too life threatening when we 
surfed it, so there weren’t any hectic 
situations. The heaviest thing I saw was 
Paige Alms get barrelled. To see that chick 
get tubed like that was Just mind-blowing, 
she’s taken women’s surfing to a whole 
other level. 

Did you feei iike you paddied out there with 
a certain amount of big wave cred? Did 
that heip you get waves? 


Not too much, hey. I’ve been around, but I 
haven’t really had any standout sessions 
on the international stage. Not until now. 

At every spot, if you’re out there you need 
to prove yourself, show respect and be 
humble. And Just charge. 

Is that what it takes to buiid up a 
reputation and earn a piace in Hawaii? 

No, it takes time. Time. You can go there 
one year and charge and whatever and 
show respect, but it takes going back year 
after year to build a reputation. You can’t 
just do it in one year. You have to get to 
know the guys there a bit more and that 
Just comes with spending time there. Of 
course I’ve had a bit of a foot in the door 
staying at the Volcom house and brushing 
shoulders with the locals, that’s definitely 
helped a lot. 

You were styling in the Volcom house right 
at Pipe... 

Yeah, I was really lucky to get a cool spot 
in the house this year. I think it’s because 
I’m getting a bit older so didn’t get shoved 
into the dungeon like I normally do [laughs] 
There weren’t too many guys around when 
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we arrived so we got put up on the top 
floor of the main house. Being there for the 
Pipe Masters finals was one of the craziest 
things I’ve ever seen. And just watching 
guys like Jamie O’Brien and Mason Ho out 
there on a day-to-day basis. And John John! 
It’s Just mind blowing watching him out 
there. He’s not Just a local that can take 
any wave he wants; he’s also just in such 
good rhythm with the place. The position 
he puts himself in is unlike anyone else out 
there. Then he’ll come out of the barrel and 
do a big 360 air into the flats... I almost 
packed my bags and left after the one wave 
he had. In my mind he is the best surfer in 
the world. 

Apparently you also got dusted senseless 
in Jamie O’ Brien’s specialty event, where 
invitees try ride the Keiki shorebreak on 
soft-top surfboards? 


Ja, Jamie’s house is right behind the 
Volcom house. I cruised down there to 
watch and the shorebreak was so heavy. 

It was so heavy that a lot of the guys were 
kind of um-ing and ah-ing if they should 
go or not. I kind of stuck my head into the 
circle and said I’d love to paddle out. So 
they put me in and in the last heat I got two 
solid ones. The one I went straight over and 
the other I got to the bottom and hit a chop 
and Just ate it. So I ate it pretty hard twice 
in a row and that solidified my ‘heaviest 
wipeout of the day’ award [laughs]. That 
was actually the most worked I got the 
whole time I was on the North Shore. Keiki 
is so heavy and it doesn’t let you wash up 
the beach or get deeper out. It Just holds 
you in one spot and you can’t stand. There 
is about three foot of foam after a wave so 
you can’t get above it to get a breath. 


And J.O.B? 

He’s really on it. He’s super comfortable in 
all conditions and always trying new things 
to keep it interesting and keep himself 
interested. But at the same time he is doing 
it to get coverage. Everything he does is 
worth it for him and his sponsors. Which 
is why the guys put money into him, he is 
a sponsor’s dream. Watching him operate 
was a bit of an eye opener. I’m useless with 
social media and that stuff. On top of it, his 
skill level is Just unreal. Watching Jamie at 
Pipe and Backdoor is quite sickening. 

So what does the future hold in store 
for Josh Redman? You don’t Just go back 
to everyday life after getting barrelled 
at Jaws... 

I’m actually in partnership in a baking 
company. We make brownies and supply 
a bunch of schools, coffee shops and 





Spar outlets. It started off as something I 
was doing to keep myself going so I could 
surf, but it’s turned into a future and I’m 
passionate about it and take pride in what 
we do. We’ve just moved into a new kitchen 
so we’re growing and I’m excited about 
that. I want to set up my future with this, 
and at the same time still be able to travel. 
The goal is to get it running so that I can do 
strike mission surf trips and do my end-of- 
the-year Hawaii installment. 

Have you managed to cash in on some of 
the buzz around your recent performance? 

There definitely is a bit of a spark with 
sponsors after the season, but I have to 
keep it rolling. It’s not like they’re going 
to give me this big contract now that I’ve 
caught a few waves at Jaws, it’s not an 
overnight thing. Volcom still supports me as 
much as they can and I’m super fortunate 
to have the opportunity to go overseas 
every year and do what I want here in SA. 


Hopefully I can keep the ball rolling on the 
back of the international coverage that I 
got. This year is going to be a telling year 
for me. I’m going to have to work hard on 
surfing and business. 


MY NEW MISSION IS Til 
GO BACK TO JAWS ANP 
GET BARRELLEO WITH k 
I BIG BEARO. I 


Is the Big Wave World Tour something you 
aspire to? 

It was for a while. I kind of had hopes of 
making it onto that tour, but it’s not that 
important to me anymore and it seems like 
Just too much politics. I don’t want to be 
involved in any politics. I Just want to go get 


barrelled. It would be very cool to have that 
event here though [at Dungeons], and to 
surf in it. But if it doesn’t happen, it’s not 
going to be the end of the world for me. 

We’ve got to know: what happened to the 
beard? Fellow Saffa and bodyboarding 
world champ Andre Botha was back in 
Hawaii after a long absence and he was 
charging with that big beard of his. Surely 
there’s some kind of Samsonite power in 
that facial hair? 

Ja, Andre was charging so hard! It was 
good to have him back on the North Shore, 
he’s such a strong presence there. He 
is also the one guy who is always tuning 
me about shaving my beard off. I think he 
loved my beard more than I did [laughs]. 

My new mission is to go back to Jaws 
and get barrelled with a big beard. I got a 
feel for the place this past season. Now 
I really want to go back and surf it when 
it’s bigger. ^ 





A FINE SELECTION OF STICKS. 

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT: MARK@ZICZAC.CO.ZA 


SPIDER 


SHAPER: 

Spider Murphy 

DIMENSIONS: 

6’4” X 19 V2" X 2 3/5" 

DESIGN: 

HYDRO X 

Designed to Xtract every last 
ounce of energy from a wave 
and capable of handling the 
Xtremes of solid power waves to 
mushy beach breaks, the Hydro 
X excels across South Africa and 
abroad. It is the board of choice 
for Jbay, Indo and the Mentawais 
because of its incredible 
speed and performance in 
the barrel. A fullish outline 
and light single concave take 
the capability of Spider’s 
bottom deck Hydro-Channels 
to new levels, the result is an 
all-round high performance 
board suiting everyone from the 
average surfer to the hardcore 
competitor. 

ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 31 337 4230 

Fax: (+27) 86 233 2889 

E-mail: boards@safarisurf.com 

Web: www.safarisurf.com 

www.facebook.com/ 

safarisurf boards 

Safari Surf / 6 Milne Street 

Durban 

South Africa 

4001 



CLAYTON SURFBOARDS 


SHAPER: 

Clayton Nienaber 

DIMENSIONS: 

9'0” X 21 V2- X 2 

DESIGN: 

THE PERFORMER 

The Performer is a high performance 
longboard. It has the combination 
of a nose rider in the front half and 
a narrow back half with a round tail. 
The blend of the two halves makes 
for a stable up front and super loose 
of off the back. The board has high 
performance rails with a single to 
double concave. It sports a standard 
set of thruster fins for extra looseness. 
This longboard is a must for the high 
performance long boarder. 



ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 31 368 4825 
Fax: (+27) 86 609 1863 
E-mail: cindy@claytonsurf.co.za 
doug@cla^onsurf.co.za 
Web: www.claytonsurfboards.co.za 
Facebook: Clayton Surfboards 
Skype: Clayton.Surfboards.sa 
44 Milne street, Durban Central,4001 


WAVEWORX 

SHAPER: 

Justin Healy 

DIMENSIQNS: 

6’1” X 19 V4” X 2 5/8” 

DESIGN: 

X FIGHTER 

Built to blast designed 
to last.This board has a 
medium rocker line with a 
reasonable tail kick. 

The width has been pushed 
forward giving the board 
better response in floaters 
and landing of airs. It has 
a single to double concave 
with vee in the tail. 

Suited for all surfers. 
Comes standard with FCS 
fins. 


ENOUIRIES: 

Cell: (+27) 82 256 75 44 
E-mail: justinhealy@mac.com 
Waveworx Surf Co. 

9 Manchester Road, 

Hout Bay, 7806 



CLAYTON SURFBOARDS 


SHAPER: 

Clayton Nienaber 

DIMENSIONS: 

5’10” X 21 X 2 1/2" 

OESIGN: 

RETRO FISH 

The Retro Fish is an updated 
version of a timeless classic. 
From the small beak nose to the 
wide fish tail It has the classic 
original outline with a flat deck 
giving maximum volume. 

This board gives you the float 
and speed you need to travel 
through flat sections. The rocker 
is flat and the tail is a wide 
deep fish. The significant “V” in 
the tail area combined with the 
forward twin fins allows for rail 
to rail surfing on better days. 
Ridden by surfers at all levels 
from small to medium size surf. 
Ride this board 6” shorter than 
normal and more volume than 
your normal board. This fun 
and classic design is a great 
addition to your quiver. 

ENQUIRIES: 



Tel: (+27) 31 368 4825 
Fax: (+27) 86 609 1863 
E-mail: cindy@claytonsurf.co.za 
doug@cla^onsurf.co.za 
Web: www.claytonsurfboards.co.za 
Facebook: Clayton Surfboards 
Skype: Clayton.Surfboards.sa 
44 Milne street, Durban Central,4001 


DUTCHIE 


SHAPER: 

Dutchie 

DIMENSIQNS: 

5’9'’ X 19.125” X 2.4375” 

29.0 litres 

DESIGN: 

JACKKNIFE 

A step down short board 
designed for performance 
surfing in poor to average 
conditions. Wide point moved 
back with a hip in outline 
with wider nose and tail. 
Reduced tail and nose rocker, 
single to double concave 
with vee in the exit. Speed 
thru flat sections and a 
tight turning radius. Order 3 
inches shorter than standard 
shortboard. Comes standard 
with quality materials, service, 
craftsmanship and 
fin systems. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 21 554 3592 
Cell: (+27) 83 580 0551 
E-mail: info@dutchie.co.za 
Web: www.dutchie.co.za 
Facebook: Dutchie Surf Designs 
Twitter:@DutchieSurfDes 
Instagram: Dutchiesurfdesigns 
Skype: Dutchiesurf 



LAMPEEZ SHAPES 

SHAPER: 

Lamps 

OIMENSIONS: 

Custom shaped to your dimensions. 

DESIGN: 

The 345 model is a performance 
board for all round conditions. 
Tested to the max by team rider 
Cedric Holl from Mauritius. Cedric 
is hard on his boards. Polyester 
boards don’t stand up to his 
air-barrel-carve approach. New 
improvements to the epoxy 
range is the carbon frame, that 
runs along the rails and over the 
backtoe-heal area, resulting 
in a lively flex, that strengthens 
the board at the same time. An 
epoxy carbon frame board is 
light, under 2.2kg for a 6’0” and 
is durable. Epoxy will out last 
any polyester board at similar 
weight. The carbon frame design 
is available in epoxy-xps foam and 
epoxy-pu foam. Epoxy-pu has the 
same “feel” as regular polyester 
and can be repaired in the same 
way. Just more durable and lighter. 



ENOUIRIES: 

Lampeez shapes 
East London, South Africa 
Cell: (+27) 82 799 8080 
E-mail: Lampzshapes@gmail.com 
Web: www.lampzshapes.co.za 




Lodges from $20 pps per night 


10 day packages fr om R 14900 pps 


info@truebluetravel.co.za 


Tel: 021 5100 503 


REBEL 


SHAPER: 

Thys Strydom 

DIMENSIONS: 

6'2” X 19" X 2 
(different sizes available) 

DESIGN: 

BOLT 302 MODEL 
High Performance Surfboard 
for the 85+ kg gentleman who 
still wants to hit the lip and rip. 
Super fast and responsive 


ENODIRIES: 

Cell: (+27) 82 324 0849 
E-mail: info@jbaysurfboards.co.za 
Web: www.rebelsurfboards.co.za 
8 Croix St 
Jeffreys Bay 

DREAM BOARDS 


BITCH 


i 



1 

1 


SHAPER: 

Glen Row 

DIMENSIONS: 

5’5'’ X 17 V2” X 2 3/16” 

DESIGN: 

SUPER GROM 2 
Designed for Dane Wise. This 
board is perfect for the up 
and coming young surfer (on 
his 2nd or 3rd board) and is 
ready to take his surfing up 
a level. It still has a fraction 
more width and thickness 
than the top guys ride, but 
is perfect for the surfer who 
is already doing turns but 
needs something a bit looser 
and more responsive to 
really start ripping! 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 21 4392944 
Cell: (+27) 82 8955460 
E-mail: bitchsurf@absamail.co.za 
Bitch Surfboards 
4 Dorsetshire Str Paardon Eiland 


NATURAL CURVE 



GOTCHA SURFBOARDS 



ENODIRIES: 

The Surf HQ 

65 Sylvester Ntuli Road (ex-Brickhill 
road) Durban 

Open Sundays and public holidays 
Tel & Fax: (+27) 31 368 7568 
Facebook Group: Surf HQ 
E-mail: surfhq@telkomsa.net 
www.surfhq.co.za 


SHAPER: 

Peter Lawson 


DIMENSIONS: 

6'2" X 20 X 2 V2" 
Custom sizes available 


DESIGN: 

GOTCHA GIRL 
Perfect for the girls. Being 
slightly wider and having 
floatation up front in the nose 
makes it an easy paddler and 
very stable on take-off while 
easy to turn. From R3450 
including basic spray, fins and 
FREE delivery anywhere in 
the RSA. 


Includes a FREE GOTCHA 6ft or 
7ft leash worth R220. 


GOTCHA SURFBOARDS 



SHAPER: 

Pierre de Villiers 


DIMENSIGNS: 

6 foot knee board for 
Geoffroy 


DESIGN: 

Does anyone know who 
the knee board champion 
of the world is? Exactly, 
knee boarders don’t 
care, they just surf. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 21 780 1648 
Cell: (+27) 84 792 7040 
Web: www.dreamshop.co.za 
E-mail: pierre@dreamshop.co.za 
P.O. Box 43984 
Scarborough 
Cape Town 


SHAPER: 

Hugh Thompson 

DIMENSIGNS: 

6’0” X 21” X 2 5/8" 

DESIGN: 

WIDE WINGER 

A nice fun easy to 
paddle board that will 
carry you over those flat 
dull sections as well as 
perform when it gets fast 
and hollow. With a nice 
flowing outline the Wide 
Winger has ample width 
but the tail area has been 
pulled in with two soft 
“wings” for easy turning 
and rail-to-rail transitions. 
The Wide Winger is fitted 
with a five-fin set-up so it 
can be ridden as a quad or 
thruster. 


ENODIRIES: 

Cell: (+27) 83 360 0003 
www.naturalcurve.co.za 
E-mail: hugh@naturalcurve.co. 
Naturalcurve Surfboards 
85 Morrison Street 
Durban 



SHAPER: 

Baron 

DIMENSIQNS: 

6’0” X 20” X 2 5/8” 

Custom sizes available 

DESIGN: 

THE GOTCHA WEAVER 

The Weaver is ideal for all levels. 

A squash tail with extra kick, more 
volume and width means a board 
that’s easier to paddle, take-off 
and turn. From R3450 including 
basic spray, fins and FREE delivery 
anywhere in the RSA. 

Includes a FREE GOTCHA 6ft or 7ft 
leash worth R220. 


ENODIRIES: 

The Surf HQ 

65 Sylvester Ntuli Road (ex-Brickhill 
road) Durban 

Open Sundays and public holidays 
Tel & Fax: (+27) 31 368 7568 
Facebook Group: Surf HQ 
E-mail: surfhq@telkomsa.net 
www.surfhq.co.za 





ClIAFI YOBR OWN BI-AUTIFHI WOOD SURFBOARD 

6 or 3 day couraaa available in Kommetjie, Cape Town. 

More Info: www.lhimettwioodeurfboarda.oo.za 
or write to burnett.palricl(@gmBil.com 

c NOW OFFERING WOOD SUP COURSE BUILDS 


SHAPER: 

Starboards 

DIMENSIONS: 

9'1" X 22" X 2 1=/®" 

DESIGN: 

MATT MOIR MODEL 
The signature model that 2x World 
Champion, Matt Moir, trusts to 
compete against the best in the 
world. This is a high-performance 
longboard featuring a large double 
concave, running into heaps of tail 
kick in a diamond tail. This offers 
fast down the line surfing as well 
as enabling the board to turn very 
loosely and powerfully off the top. 

Available in the Starboard Active 
Carbon technology, featuring 
the patented Active Stringer for 
maximum strength and flex. 
Weighing in at 4.6kgs. 

For more info visit 
www.starboardsurf.com 


ENQUIRIES: 

E-mail: josh@star-board.com 
Web: www.starboardsurf.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
starboardsurf 
Instagram: starboard_surf 


SHAPER: 

Graham Smith 

DIMENSIONS: 

6'0” X 20” X 2 V2- 


OESIGN: 

FRIARTUCK 

Double wing swallow. 

A board for all seasons, fast 
and loose in the pocket as 
ridden by “G” low entry rocker 
and enhanced tail-lift makes 
this board come alive. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 31 368 4022 
E-mail: geeforceone@gmail.com 
Web: www.gstarsurf.blogspot.com 


SHAPER: 

Peter Lawson 

DIMENSIONS: 

5'11” X 19 3/'*" X 2 3/®" 

Double winger swallow 

DESIGN: 

QUAD - TRI 

These boards range between 
5’4'’ to 6’2'’. The important 
factor is the chest must be 
over the widest and thickest 
part of the board. This dictates 
how short you can ride the 
Quad -Tri. This can be used 
as a 3 or 4-fin setup. Best 
performance in 1-5 foot waves. 
The double winger swallow 
narrows the tail for tight turns 
in the pocket. This board is the 
fun board for this summer. 

It is always advisable to chat to 
your shaper. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 82 441 5347 
peterlawsonsurfboards@ 
vodamail.co.za 
49 Milne Street 
Above Cool Runnings 
Durban 


STARBOARDS 

SHAPER: 

Starboards 

DIMENSIONS: 

9’3 X 22 V2- X 2 3/4- 

DESIGN: 

ALL ROUNDER 

Meant for smaller waves, yet still 
capable of handling larger surf, the 
All Rounder is a cross-over between 
the performance longboard and the 
traditional longboard. It features 
a double concave with a full nose 
to assist in stability and maximize 
walking. The shape has a slightly 
flatter curve to increase the ease 
in catching waves while the fuller 
outline and rounded pin tale adds 
looseness making it a great board 
for traditional and all round surfing. 



GRAHAM SMITH SURFBOARDS 


SHAPER: 

Graham Smith 

DIMENSIONS: 

5’8 1/2” X 18 3/8”x 2 1/4” 


DESIGN: 

IGNITE 
Squash tail 

Slater has been on this model 
for some time now and his 
input has always been the 
same - soft rails upfront and 
deep concave throughout the 
bottom with a marginal rocker 
gives this board the correct 
balance in terms of high 
performance. 




Avaiiable in the Starboard Active 
Carbon Technology, featuring 
the patented Active Stringer for 
maximum strength and flex. Weight 
starts at 5kgs. For more info visit 
www.starboardsurf.com 


ENQUIRIES: 

E-mail: josh@star-board.com 
Web: www.starboardsurf.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
starboardsurf 
Instagram: starboard_surf 



ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 31 368 4022 
E-mail: geeforceone@gmail.com 
Web: www.gstarsurf.blogspot.com 



RUSTY 

SHAPER: 

Rusty 

DIMENSIONS: 

5'8” X 18.5" X 2.35" 

25.8 litres 

DESIGN: 

YES THANKS 

The newest addition to the 
Kerriection series. A wider, 
fulier performance shortboard 
designed for knee to solid 
overhead surf. The Yes Thanks 
features continuous rocker, a 
deep single-to-double concave, 
a iittie wider taii biock with an 



added bump in the outiine at 
mid-fins. Together these elements 
make the Yes Thanks a forgiving 
and versatiie design, making it a 
good addition to any quiver. 

Fins: FCS II or Futures thruster. 
Tail: Squash, Experience: 
Intermediate - Pro, Ideal 
Wave Size: Ankie to overhead. 
Showroom and demos available 
at Surf Sessions 
107 Sneli Parade, Durban 
(opposite Skate park). 


ENQUIRIES: 

Cell: (+27) 74 110 9396 
Email: noelrahme@gmail.com 
Web: www.rustysurfboards.com 





FIREWIRE 


FIREWIRE 


FIREWIRE 


DIMENSIONS: 

5’6'’ X 18 5/8” X 2 V2” 

30.5 litres 

DESIGN: 

VADER 

Tome describes the Vader as 
a mind surfing machine that 
reacts instantaneously to 
desired directional changes 
with incredible bursts of 
speed. Controlled, drawn 
out carves and radical tight 
angle snaps are achievable 
with an effortless shift in 
a surfers weight. Paddle 
power and general usability 
have been increased with 
a larger volume distribution 
comparative to the Vanguard 
which encourages surfers to 
ride the Vader even shorter 
than previously considered 
functional. Experience the 
future of high performance 
surfing. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Country Feeling Surfshop 
Jeffreys Bay 

Cell: (+27) 42 293 1679 - Michael 
E-mail: surfshop@countryfeeling.co.za 
Web: www.firewiresurfboards.com 



PUKAS 


SHAPER: 

Peter Daniels 

DIMENSIONS: 

Good surfers ride it in 
sizes 5’6'’ to 5’8'' but it is 
suitable for older, heavier 
or experienced surfers on 
bigger sizes 6’ to 6’6. 

DESIGN: 

l_A LOLA MODEL 
Like a flamenco dancer 
- wild, fun, artistic and 
stylish. Peter Daniel’s new 
small-wave machine. A 
performance board with 
speed and drive for small 
to medium conditions. Low 
entry rocker and SL Bonzer 
bottom (spectacular bottom 
design) between the fins for 
lift and acceleration though 
turns. Added outline area, 
wider in nose and tail to 
catch waves easily. 

ENQUIRIES: 

Marc Hyman - Richards Bay: 
Tel: (+27) 35 788 0101 
Cell (+27) 84 402 1181 
Phil Nel - Cape Town: 

Tel: (+27) 82 633 5505 
E-mail: ehdsurfco@yahoo.com 
Web: www.ehdsurfco.co.za 
Shop 2, Porthole Building, 
Newark Rd, Tuzi Gazi, 

Richards Bay 


DIMENSIONS: 

6’0” X 19” X 2 3/8” 
28.7 litres 


OESIQN: 

THE SLAB 

The Slab by Pyzel represents 
John John Florence’s ideas 
refined into his perfect free 
surfing model. John John 
wanted 3 inches off the nose 
of his normal shortboard and 
an increased rail rocker. This 
resulted in a fuller nose, fatter 
top section and an extremely 
high performance fun board 
that goes in a range of 
conditions. 


DIMENSIONS: 

6’0” X 19 1/4” X 2 5/16” 
30.1 litres 


RESIGN: 

PYZALIEN 

The Pyzalien is a great all-round 
performance board, designed to 
keep speed and flow in weaker 
conditions, while feeling lively 
and loose in all types of waves. 

The fuller outline, wider tail and 
slightly wider, flatter nose help 
to produce speed and drive and 
make it a good paddler as well. 

It has a lot of curve through 
the tail rocker combined with 
the bottom contours of single / 
double concave running into a 
nice bit of V off the tail, which 
keeps it snappy yet controlled 
when tipped onto the rail. The 
Pyzalien feels just as good in waist 
high slop as it does in overhead 
juice. Advanced surfers. Ride this 
board around your height or 1” 
smaller. 





swindle 

KEEPIN YOU FR0S1Y SINCE 2011 


COOL PRODUCTS - FREE SHIPPING 


SWINDtE.CO.35A 


VONZIPPER 



SPEEDTUCK 

Black Satin Gloss Green Stripe / Quasar Eclipse 

Life lesson #39: minimize air resistance/ improve your 
aerodynamics: Do you wanna go fast like there ain’t 
no tomorrow fast? 1. Move your weight forward and 
make yourself as small as possible. 2. Gather up your 
junk, put your arms behind your back and shut your 
eyes tight. 3. Gulp down a deep breath and send it in 
the Speedtuck... 

R1 200.00 



W 


HOWL 

Black Buff Crystal / Grey 

Get on the road without care or destination. The Howl 
is poetry for remarkable lamblike youths and the 
best minds of your generation... 

R1 100.00 



DIPSTICK 

Charcoal Satin / Astro Polarized 

A device of measure and special purpose, the 
Dipstick is a performance piece ensuring lubrication... 

R1 600.00 


ENQUIRIES: 

For more information visit 
Web: www.thule.com. 



BANNER 

Black White Tort / Vintage Grey 

Unfurl this hallmark and Hoist it for all to see. This 
coat of arms is a proud symbol of individuality. Fly 
your flag in the Banner... 

R1 100.00 



LESMORE 

Navy Black Crystal / Grey 

We are firm believers in the “if you can’t lose it tan it” 
way of life. And it is matter of course that every now 
and again the good life catches up with you. Reel it 
in, and be an advocate for quality over quantity. Less 
is more in the Lesmore... 

R1 100.00 



JUICE 

Maroon Black Crystal / Grey Gradient 

Foam or froth? Soup or sauce? Charged or 
empowered? Let it be all of the above because you 
have the Juice... 

R1 100.00 


DUMMY MOUNT SA 

DUMMY MOUNT RUSTA 



The Dummy Mount has a flowing airway straight through 
that allows you to breathe easy while your GoPro® captures 
everything your eyes can see. 

Anywhere you look your GoPro® is going to get the perfect shot. 
Not to mention being able to change modes easily on the fly 
and take epic photos and videos of yourself and friends. 

The Cowabunga Cord™ leash attaches to your body or anything 
you are wearing. 

This will keep your GoPro® safe so you can concentrate on 
getting an epic image! 


ENQUIRIES: 

Email: nic@kailele.co.za 
Cell: (+27) 83 226 1329 


HURRICANE SURF 

THE BEYRICK DE VRIES SIGNATURE SERIES TRACTION 



This traction series is a wide based, diamond profiled two piece 
pad with an extra high 30mm kick for high performance surfing. 

RRP: R270.00 

#hurricanesurfeveryday 


ENQUIRIES: 

Hurricane Surf 
38 morrison street, durban 
Tel: 031 335 3760 
Fax: 031 368 7892 
Email: info@hurricanesurf.net 
Web: www.hurricanesurf.net 



MEXICANSKATEBOARDS.COM 

FOR SALE TO HIGHEST BID 

EMAIL BIDS TO MBAWYNNE@GMAILCOM 


THULE 

THULE PERSPEKTIV BACKPACK 



The perfect traveling studio to carry everything you need 
to document your adventures without missing a shot. The 
Perspektiv Backpack features cloudburst™ construction with 
welded and taped critical seams, water-repellent fabric and 
YKK RCPU zippers provide a first line of weather defence. 

The SafeZone™ construction in the bag ensures advanced 
protection for fragile gear and the ergonomic chassis system 
provides the perfect balance of support, cushioning, and 
breathability to ensure comfortable carrying configurations. 
This backpack is carry-on size and has a separate 
compartment to fit a 15” MacBook Pro. There is space for up 
to 2 prosumer DSLR bodies with attached battery grips and 
storage space for 6-7 additional lenses (up to 70-200mm 
f/2.8). 

ENQUIRIES: 

For more information visit 
Web: www.thule.com. 


CARVER SKATEBOARDS 



THULE 

THULE VECTROS MACBOOK BUMPER 



The new Vectros MacBook Bumper is a protective case with 
shock-absorbing ridges to safeguard your MacBook from 
bumps and drops. The bevelled edges have been engineered 
to fit your MacBook securely whilst also offering enhanced 
grip. These protective bumpers have an easy snap-on 
instillation with optional scratch shields for 360 degree 
protection. The bottom has rubberized feet for greater stability 
and grip. 

Available for 13” & 15” MacBook Pro with retina and 11” & 
13” MacBook Air. 


ENQUIRIES: 

For more information visit 
Web: www.thule.com. 



GOTCHA 

6mm, 6 OR 7 FOOT LEASH 


■ Double stainless steel swivel 

■ Solid urethane cord 

■ Nylon tailsaver 

■ Durable velcro 

■ Neoprene cuff 

■ R220 


ENQUIRIES: 


The Surf HQ 

65 Sylvester Ntuli Road (ex-Brickhill 
road) Durban 

Open Sundays and public holidays 
Tel & Fax: (+27) 31 368 7568 
Facebook Group: Surf FIQ 
E-mail: surfhq@telkomsa.net 
Web: www.surfhq.co.za 


OOZL 



27.5” MINI SIMMONS 
This deck is lighter and easier to throw 
around, making pumping this mini 
fast and easy. Includes: 6.5 OX trucks 
and 70mm/78a Smoke Roundhouse 
Wheels. L: 27.5” W: 93/8” N: 23/4” T: 
51/2” WB: 147/9” 

ENQUIRIES: 


31" RESIN 

The narrow nose template and wide 
tail is plenty wide and just the right 
length so you can snap and pump 
the flats with ease and drop into any 
hill. Includes: 6.5 07 or OX trucks 
and 70mm/78a Smoke Roundhouse 
Wheels. L: 31” W: 93/4” N: 31/2” T: 
61/4” WB: 17 


29” SWALLOW 

(ARTIST SERIES - Ryan Kleiner) 

The shorter wheelbase makes 
pumping on the flats just effortless, 
but the extra width and concave 
makes it a good cruiser too. Includes: 
6.5 07 or OX trucks and 70mm/78a 
Smoke Roundhouse Wheels. L: 
293/4” W: 97/8” N: 31/4” T: 61/4” 
WB: 161/4” 


Safari Surf (Durban) 

Tel: (+27) 31 337 4230 
adele@safarisurf.com 
Rip Curl (Gateway Theatre 
of Shopping) 

Tel: (+27) 31 566 4041 
gateway@ri pcu risa .co.za 
Ocean2air Kitesurfing 
(La Lucia) 

Tel: (+27) 31 562 8886 
rob@ocean2air.co.za 


Cabrinha (Big Bay) 

Tel: (+27) 21 554 1729 
donovan@cabrinha. co.za 
Rip Curl (J Bay) 

Tel: (+27) 42 293 2958 
Rip Curl (V&A Waterfront) 
Tel: (+27) 21 418 5151 
vanda@ripcurlsa. co.za 
Rip Curl (Canal Walk) 

Tel: (+27) 21 552 6986 
vanda@ripcurlsa. co.za 


Rip Curl (Long Street) 

Tel: (+27) 21 424 7532 
longstreet@ripcurlsa. co.za 
Natural Energy 
Surf Shop (Strand) 

Tel: (+27) 21 853 1151 
n atu ra I en e rgy@tel ko msa . n et 
Corner Surf Shop (Muizenberg) 
Tel: (+27) 21 788 1191 
cornersurf@mweb. co.za 


Surf Emporium (Muizenberg) 
Tel: (+27) 21 788 8687 
info@surfemporium. co.za 
Rip Curl Pretoria 
Menlyn Park 


OOZL Natural Eyeware - Flandcrafted bamboo and wooden 
sunglasses with 7 layered TAG polarised scratch resistant 
lenses for superior optical quality. The beautifully crafted 
frames have stainless-steel spring hinges embedded into the 
wood to ensure a flexible, comfortable hold. The frames are 
strong, superlight and being made of wood and bamboo, the 
glasses float if they fall in water! 

OOZL’s are the modern, eco-friendly answer to taking care of 
your eyes. 

Free delivery to anywhere in Cape Town! 


ENQUIRIES: 

Cel: Gillian 0827392739 
E-mail: oozl.info@gmail.com 
Web: www.oozl.co.za 



SHOWCASE 

KIF PLACES TO STAY AND SURF. 

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT: MARK@ZIGZAG.CO.ZA 


SWEET SUNSHINE CHARTERS 

MADAGASCAR 



Sweet Sunshine Charters, the original Madagascar surf 
pioneers with 20 years experience moving from live aboard to 
luxurious land accommodation with high speed skiffs. 

We offer three different options for exploring the surf of 
south-western Madagascar. 

1) All inclusive surf camp. Stay at the luxurious Chez Madame 
resort, set in a rustic little fishing village with Flameballs and 
Jelly Babies in immediate striking distance. Your group of 8 
people will fill up the camp and ensure surfing exclusivity. 

2) Exclusive camp consisting of chill out pad and 4 upmarket 
double bungalows in the undiscovered south. Rent the whole 
place for yourself, your friends and your family with a provided 
boat to take you to the world class, unsurfed waves in view of 
the camp. 

3) Custom trips to suit your needs, shore based or live aboard. 
Agents welcome. 


ENOUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 82 575 5655 - Mark Gibson 
E-mail: sweetsunshine@absamail.co.za 

AFRICAN PERFECTION 

J-BAY 



Overlooking the finest right-hand point break in the world, 
our B&B and Self Catering houses offer 13 en-suite rooms 
and a Penthouse. Epic views, healthy breakfasts and the best 
cappuccino in town, what more can a surfer ask for? 


ENOUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 42 293 1401 

Fax: (+27) 42 293 1714 

Cell: (+27) 84 207 1337 

Email: info@africanperfection.co.za 

20 Pepper Street 

Jeffreys Bay 

6330 


ELANDS BAY GUESTHOUSE 

ELANDS BAY 



The Elands Bay Guesthouse is conviently situated at the top 
of the famous point. There are numerous accommodation 
options to suit the budget of every surfer, group or surfing 
family - starting from R200 for a dorm to R2100 for the Main 
House that sleeps 14. 

Elands Bay Guesthouse is fully furninshed and self-catering 
with braai facilities, DSTV and an enclosed swimming pool to 
chill at between sessions. The guesthouse is not pet friendly, 
but Point Cottage welcomes any canine travellers. 


ENOUIRIES: 

Tel & Fax: (+27) 22 972 1229 

E-mail: info ©elandsbayguesthouse.co.za 

Web: www.elandsbayguesthouse.co.za 

Elands Bay Guesthouse 

184 Kreef Road 

Elands Bay 

Western Cape 

South Africa 


ALOE AGAIN 

J-BAY 



The little sister of African Perfection, “perfectly priced” Aloe 
Again Beach Accommodation, places you only 50m from 
the world famous Supertubes surf break. Our laid back 
self-catering house feels like a home away from home. It 
offers eight basic twin, double and family en suite rooms that 
are serviced daily. 

The open plan kitchen/ lounge/ entertainment area features 
a pool table and indoor braai. With a very cool outdoor braai 
area in our back yard. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 42 293 1401 

Fax: (+27) 42 293 1714 

Cell: (+27) 84 207 1337 

Email: info@africanperfection.co.za 

20 Pepper Street 

Jeffreys Bay 

6330 


TOFINHO BEACH COTTAGES 

TOFINHO, MOZAMBIQUE 



Enjoy Mozambique’s most famous surfing spot at Tofinho, with 
lovely open beaches for swimming, interesting reefs for fishing 
and snorkelling, while staying in one of the Tofinho Beach 
Cottages. Slow down your pace of life, relax on the verandah 
while watching the ocean for the ideal surfing conditions. Then 
grab your board and go! 

Tofinho is a kilometre south of Tofo, a small fishing village, 
20km east from Inhambane, 500km north of Maputo and 
accessible with a normal sedan vehicle, no 4x4 needed. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: Gideon (+27) 81 438 5511 
Tel: Ricardo (+258) 842 9922 83 
E-mall: lnfo@tofo.co.mz 
Web: www.tofo.co.mz 


SEA FOREVER 

BALLITO 



Surf with dolphins and watch whales from 
www.seaforeverballito.co.za. We have 2 self-catering open 
plan cottages that sleep up to 10. Best views ever! Private 
beach access to world famous surf spot (Sunrise Point). 
400m to main bathing beach with lifeguards year round. 
Walking distance to restaurants, shops, theatre, tidal 
pools and boardwalk. Custom tours to game reserves, sea 
kayaking, scuba diving, boat based dolphin whale watching, 
kite-surf, body-board, sailing and windsurfing lessons. 5 top 
golf courses, kiddie’s animal farm, an artisan bakery and 
cheesery. Surf lessons and board rental. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Cell: (+27) 81 2708321 John 
(+27) 082 3001447 Anna-Nel 
Web: www.seaforeverballlto.co.za 
Email: Johnchurch@telkomsa.net 




ONCE IN CAPE TOWN 

KLOOF STREET, CAPE TOWN 



Once in Cape Town is an ali star hotel, centrally located on 
Kloof Street, Cape Town, where you can tailor-make your own 
experience. Every room is en-suite. You can stay in a standard 
twin/double room, the budget conscious traveller can also 
choose a shared 4-bed en-suite room, and make some new 
friends. Rates include a lekker breakfast on the go with a 
deluxe coffee from “Yours Truly”, and fast free Wi-Fi. There are 
daily free activities - head down to the beach for a surf, hiking 
Lion’s Head - we even have a firepit in the back garden! Bus 
stop to the beaches and free offstreet parking. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 21 424 6169 
E-mail: info@stayatonce.com 
Web: www.stayatonce.com 
73 Kloof St 
Cape Town Central 
8001 

SWELL ECO LODGE 

TRANSKEI 



Swell Eco Lodge offers exclusive Transkei Wild Coast 
accommodation surrounded by 3 world-class waves. Within 
15 minutes of the lodge, these world-class beach and point 
breaks boast spectacular, untouched beaches where families, 
friends and non-surfers can also enjoy the surroundings. 

The lodge offers modern stylish interiors and traditional Xhosa 
exteriors and is ideal for couples, groups and families who 
want to experience the true natural beauty of the Wild Coast 
while enjoying the comfortable luxuries everyone deserves 
on holiday. Join us and enjoy pure relaxation and fun while 
supporting a green way of life. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 72 346 5636 - Lee-Ann Sanders 
(+27) 82 893 7717 - Justin Sanders 
Email: info@swellecolodge.com 
Website: www.swellecolodge.com 


AFRICAN SOUL SURFER 

MUIZENBERG, CAPE TOWN 



Coming to Cape Town on a surf trip? Best base yourself at 
African Soul Surfer, right on the beach at Surfer’s Corner and 
the fun warm(er) water waves of False Bay. Awesome views 
from the mega balcony and most rooms, affordable rates for 
singles, couples or groups, and within easy access to all the 
Peninsula’s good surf spots. 

The surf camp offers sea-view rooms, free Wi-Fi, self-catering 
or hearty cooked meals, freshly ground coffee, pingpong and 
pool, big screen surf movies, surf lessons and board rentals, 
all served up with a healthy dose of laid-back good vibes. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Contact us for long-stay specials or join our mailing list for our monthly 
ART/MUSIC/FILM nights. 

Tel: (+27) 21 788 1771 

Email: info@africansoulsurfer.co.za 

Web: www.africansoulsurfer.co.za 

AFRICAN UBUNTU 

J-BAY 



With epic views of two of the top breaks in J.Bay, African 
Ubuntu is every surfers dream! No need for a surf report - just 
enjoy a filter coffee on one of our ocean facing decks and 
watch the beautiful sunrise while resident dolphins sample 
the surf. Cur famous Friday night feasts overlooking the ocean 
pair perfectly with a beer or a delicious cocktail. Escape to a 
hammock in our zenned-out garden for some peace and quiet, 
or stroll down to the best restaurants and shops in town for 
a change of scenery. With a pool table, table tennis, library 
of dvd’s, organised adventures, artsy decor, beautifully kept 
rooms and the friendliest staff around, African Ubuntu is your 
home away from home., just with better (worldclass) waves! 

ENQUIRIES: 

Tel : (+27) 42 296 0376 
E-mail: info@jaybay.co.za 
Web: www.jaybay.co.za 
African Ubuntu Lodge 
8 Cherry Street 
Wavecreast 
Jeffrey’s Bay 
South Africa 
6330 


ANSTEYS BEACH BACKPACKERS 

BLUFF 



Ansteys Beach Backpackers has a great chilled vibe and is 
situated on the Bluff, a suburb just 15 kms south of Durban, 
with the city beaches a quick drive away. The surf at Ansteys 
is pretty consistent, with Cave Rock just down the road. We 
offer varied accommodation options to suit all budgets: 
backpacker dorms, self-catering apartments and rooms 
(some airconditioned). Pop in to Heidi’s Cafe (on site) for great 
breakfasts, good filter coffee and home baked treats after a 
morning surf session and watch some classic surf videos or 
page through surf mags while you wait for your order. Small 
surf shop on site, pool table, swimming pool and braai areas. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 31 467 1192 

E-ma i I : a nsteysrese rvati o ns@gma i I . co m 

Web: www.ansteysbeach.co.za 

Facebook: Ansteys Backpackers and Self Catering Flats On The Beach 

477 Marine Drive 

Bluff 

Durban 

4052 

CAPE ST. FRANCIS FOR SALE 

SEAL POINT 



Renovated self catering fully equipped and furnished Bachelor 
Apartments with bathroom (shower toilet and wash /hand 
basin) and a short stroll down the road takes you to the Seal 
Point surf break. An opportunity to acquire a ready to use fully 
equipped unit. These units are situated in a small block of 
apartments, have commercial rights and belong to a rental 
pool which can offer a return on your investment. 


ENQUIRIES: 

Tel: (+27) 82 414 3878 - Paul Nicholson 

Web: www.debbienicholsonproperties.co.za 

Web reference: www.capestfrancisproperties.com/ 

listing/ccsfspa-4-less-than-the-price-of-a-plot-of-land/ 
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DAMN, WE LOVE YOUR PICS 


Action doesn’t always need to be tight and caught close up. Nailing the moment 
with some scenery is also a winning combo. Beyrick de Vries by Justin Pringle. 
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THIS SHOT WINS A HURLEY HAMPERI 




If you want to get a good, unique photograph, stand back or take a walk. 
See the scene from a fresh angle. Sean Thompson snags a different view 
of a well known wave with Reza de Nicker adding some perspective. 
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A WO South African surfers walk into 
a French Comoro bar. The barman 
says something in French. They don’t 
understand so just reply by saying, “Surfing, 
wee wee.” 

“Surfing, oui oui,” the barman responds 
and nods, pointing them in the direction 
of two French speaking patrons, a 
boogieboarder and a paddleskier, it would 
turn out. 

It sounds like the start of a bad Joke, but 
it’s not. It’s the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. And it gets better 
but it gets a lot worse too. For the sake of 
brevity though. I’ll compress this tale, and if 
you want the whole story you’ll need to read 
between the lines. 

After two months of sailing from South 
Africa, across the Mozambique Channel, up 
the coast of Madagascar, and halfway back 
across the channel, we were anchored at 
the French administered island of Mayotte, 
part of the greater Comoros archipelago. 
After getting severely skunked in southern 
Madagascar, we’d made a mad dash up 
the coast with the intention of going to East 
Africa to wait out the South Indian Ocean 
cyclone season and score waves. But first 


we were here, in Mayotte, and after not 
surfing for more than a month, we were 
desperate. We Just wanted to surf, we didn’t 
care what. 

The booger and goatboater assured us 
that there was a swell on the way, a big 
swell for that part of the world - 1.6 to 1.8 
metres, according to Windguru. And, they 
assured us in broken English, if we headed 
out to the southern reef passes we were 
sure to score some waves. “With poo-er,” 
they said. “Like Saint-Leu in Reunion.” 
“Reunion?” I replied. “Please bru, don’t tell 
me that surfing here is like Reunion.” 

“Ah, non,” the goatboater replied wagging 
his index finger, sensing my concern. “No 
sharks here, only small reef sharks, no big 
bulldogs like Reunion. But oui, the waves 
are real poo-er (ah... power!) with big 
barrel.” Fie curled his fingers onto his palm 
to illustrate the point. 

We were skeptical but it didn’t take much 
more to convince us. A plan was laid, and 
then there were hoots and the clinking of 
glasses echoing from the bar. 

The bar was actually just a small white 
container, the yacht club apparently, from 
which they sold expensive beer in small 


cans. After going to the local supermarket 
to stock up on provisions including our own 
supply of the cheapest beer available (99 
Euro cents), we had 24 lagers and a plan to 
sail south for the week to go surf the reefs. 
The perfect, poo-erful, French reef passes 
of Mayotte. 

The booger and goatboater were Joined 
by a soup boarder (SUP is pronounced 
‘soup’ in French). They said the best waves 
were to be found at Passe Sada and Passe 
Bateux. They would be going on their own 
boat while Mikas and I took ours. 

And so it went: two sail boats, one French, 
one South African. Two surfers, a soup, a 
booger, and a windmill. The bad Joke was 
Just getting worse. 

We ended up drinking most of our beer the 
same night, but that’s never stopped any 
stoke-starved surfer. By 5 o’clock the next 
morning, Mikas and I had pulled up the 
anchor and began making our way south. 
We were anchored off the town of Dzaoudzi 
in the north. The Journey to our destination, 
the reef passes on the other side of the 
island, was in excess of 30 nautical miles - 
a whole day’s motoring if all went well. 

Thank God it did and by 3 o’clock that 
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afternoon we could see one of the waves, 
Passe Bateux, from a distance. We kept on 
motoring, right up to the furthest pass of 
them all: Passe Sada. 

Our French connections weren’t 
exaggerating. Looking at the waves from 
the safety of the channel we could clearly 
see poo-erful barrels rolling along evenly as 
they hugged the pass. Rights on one side, 
lefts on the other. It was at least four to 
six-foot. We immediately dropped anchor, 
put the motor on the dingy and waxed up 
our boards. 

As we approach the lineup though, a set 
suddenly reared up and exploded across 
the reef in a decidedly menacing way. 
Waves breaking on outer island reef passes 
break very differently from your local 
beachie or pointbreak, or even your slabby 
reefs like Ka Ik Bay or Cave Rock. This was 
a wave unlike any I had ever seen in my life 
before. This was the stuff of movies, the 
magazines, only better because there were 
no pros or cameras around - just me and 
my boet. 

The French had yet to arrive. But, we 
schemed, we hadn’t sailed across the 
Mozambique Channel one and a half 


times over plus done another nine hours 
of motoring to watch empty waves roll by. 
Nooit, we were there to surf. Even if it killed 
us, which it looked like it might well do as 
the sets detonated across very shallow reef. 
Mikas Jumped in first and started paddling 
towards the lineup. I said my prayers and 
followed suit. 

The waves formed right on the edge of 
an oceanic drop-off. One moment you’d 
be floating in a couple of metres of water 
above a beautiful reef, abundant with 
sea life and next thing, you’d find yourself 
floating in open ocean. And the current was 
pulling - pulling us straight onto the reef 
and into the impact zone. To stay in position 
you had to keep paddling for dear life to 
make sure you stayed on that thin line 
between light green and deep, dark blue. 

By the time we had figured this out it was 
nearing 5 o’clock and starting to get dark. 
Mikas took off on one of the smaller sets, 
a solid four footer and casually dragged his 
hand along the wall and tucked his head 
beneath the falling lip, scoring a quick little 
head dip. With the sun setting behind the 
breaking wave, I briefly saw my brother 
framed in a shining yellow sphere of falling 


crystal and bright ascending light. But I 
hardly had the time to be mesmerised by 
the scene. Suddenly a bigger - much bigger 
- set completely blocked out the horizon in 
front of me. 

I paddled to the beat of my own frantically 
pumping heart. I tried to duckdive beneath 
the wave as it exploded on the reef, but 
it simply swallowed me alive. The force of 
the turbulence made me do at least three 
complete underwater rodeo-flips. Take that 
Jordy. I got bounced off the reef, but at 
least I wasn’t dragged across it. The wave 
finally let me up again, right in the path 
of its entire family of vicious set waves. 
Mommy set, daddy set, brother set, and 
even a granny and a grandpa set. 

After taking the entire family on the 
head, I came up gasping for air, my lungs 
ready to explode, but also thanking God 
that my leash hadn’t snapped as I clung 
desperately to my board. 

With the sun setting, there was only one 
thing left to do. 

I pulled myself straight on my board, took 
a few deep breaths, and paddled back 
out again. We didn’t sail all this way not 
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Like many surfers, I have never held any 
particularly strong feelings about anything 
other than surfing. This includes nuclear 
power which, for me, has always been a 
bit like cheese on a hamburger - I can 
take it or leave it. Sure, nuclear power can 
be dangerous. But then so can cheese. 
The Chernobyl disaster killed 56 people. 
Cheese-related incidents claim the lives of 
thousands every year. 

A banner has been on the outside wall of 
African Perfection in J-Bay’s Pepper Street 
for quite a while. It reads, “Surfers say 
no to nukes at Thyspunt.” The first time I 
saw it, I was fleeing from a crazy woman 
in Cape Town and all I wanted to do was 
decompress and surf, not get dragged 
into running gun battles between the pro 
and anti-nuke brigades. So I didn’t give it 
a second thought. I don’t give many things 
second thoughts. They’re lucky to get any 
thoughts at all. 

I’ve spent the past few weeks living 
40kms away in Cape St Francis and, when 
I’m too hungoverto deal with Seal Point 
and its deadly jump-off spot, I head off 
through the cow-infested fields and wind 
farms to a more forgiving point. 

When I swerved into Pepper Street, I 
was surprised to see the banner hadn’t 
been removed or defaced. Banners 
don’t generally last long in this country, 
especially not when they criticise multi- 


billion dollar industries that are run by 
gangsters and propped up by crooked 
politicians. 

I didn’t know where Thyspunt was. To 
be honest. I’d usually support a limited 
nuclear strike on any place with a name 
like that. I mean, this is J-Bay we’re talking 
about here. Home to the best right-hander, 
sure, but also some of the ugliest facebrick 
houses in the world. Does it really matter if 
Thyspunt is destroyed? What the hell does 
it even mean? Is it a point named after 
some oke called Thys? Unacceptable, bru. 
Then again, this is a nuclear power station 
we’re talking about. Something goes wrong 
and it won’t Just be the chokka fishermen 
who get obliterated. It’ll be everyone 
in the lineup from Boneyards to Point. 
You’re probably thinking this is a good 
thing. That you’ll hide in your car with the 
windows rolled up and a towel over your 
head until the thermonuclear blast has 
gone by, then paddle out and have it all 
to yourself. Idiot. Nobody will ever have 
Supers to themselves. For a start, Bruce 
Gold’s helmet will protect him from any 
radioactive fallout and he’ll be in the water 
for sure. The man is indestructible. 

Then something came through on Twitter 
warning that the Greenpeace ship. 

Rainbow Warrior, was going to anchor off 
Cape St Francis in Seal Bay. They were 
stopping by to show their support for the 


Thyspunt Alliance. That’s the local anti- 
nuke brigade. 

I had mixed feelings. Like drinks, it’s never 
a good idea to mix feelings. It leaves you 
confused and unable to operate heavy 
machinery. On the one hand, Eskom has 
cocked up the country’s power supply and 
I don’t want to spend the rest of my life 
getting load-shed. On the other hand, a 
nuclear power station at Thyspunt might 
well be run by the local equivalent of 
Homer Simpson. 

The story said there’d be a paddle out to 
deliver a message to the Rainbow Warrior. 

I was conflicted. Do I take my mini-mal or 
my shortboard? A message or a limpet 
mine? French secret agents blew up the 
Rainbow Warrior in New Zealand in 1985. 1 
didn’t want people thinking I was French. 
We were also told to wear a white shirt or 
bring a white flag. Hang on. Isn’t that the 
symbol of surrender? I’d far rather wear 
the skull and cross-thingies of the Sea 
Shepherds - a group that would sooner 
destroy an entire country if it meant saving 
a single dolphin. And rightly so. 

“The event is for the whole family and IS 
NOT a protest, but a show of support.” 
What? Right away, I wanted to protest 
that this wasn’t a protest. And who said 
whole families couldn’t protest? All the 
best revolutions have included women 
and children. Okay, so I’m thinking more 
Woodstock than French. 

I could only think that people were being 
discouraged from protesting because 
“negotiations are at a sensitive stage”. 
Have you seen the kind of people involved 
in the nuclear energy business? They 
are about as sensitive as a sack of gold 
bullion. Also, they don’t negotiate. Not 
unless you have several Swiss bank 
accounts and a president or two in your 
pocket. I don’t know the financial status 
of the Thyspunt Alliance, but if surfers are 
involved they’d be hard pressed to scrape 
together enough money for a brace of 
Molotov cocktails. 

When I got to the beach, I was relieved 
to see that paddling out wasn’t an option. 
For some reason, the Rainbow Warrior 
had anchored way offshore. Perhaps they 
thought they’d come under attack. I spent 
a couple of nights in the local bar, Stix, and 
got the same feeling. 

Anyway. Someone from the boat could at 
least have rowed over and had a dop with 
us. No wonder the French blew them up. 
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People have long used 
creams containing mineral 
oils (e.g. petroleum jelly) 
to protect their skin* 
However, these have an 
occlusive effect, i.e* they 
seal the skin* This means 
that moisture can build 
up below* 

A breathable protective balm 
(Linola) now presents a 
solution to this problem. 

It protects critical skin 
areas from irritation due to 
chafing, sweat or urine whilst 
still allowing the skin to 
breathe. The textile and shoe 
industries achieved some- 
thing similar many years 
ago with their breathable 
membranes. 
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The suburb of Sea Point 
wasn't always the preserve of 
the posh. The first people to 
live and surf there were quite 
a rough bunch of okes. 

That legacy lives on in the 
locals - and the waves 
they surf. 

By Ami Kapilevich 




“If I ever find the does who wrote that 
article,” said Ari the Greek, “I’ll kill him.” 

We were sitting at Off the Wall. Ari Laspatzis 
was maintaining control of the twenty million 
punters hustling around the takeoff zone by 
doing what Ari did best: talking. Which is not 
to say that Ari was a bad surfer - far from 
it. But hell, Ari could talk. And when Ari the 
Greek talks, you listen. 

This was about 14 years ago. Ari was 
referring to an article that had just been 
published in Zigzag about surfing in Sea 
Point. The article described how filthy the 
water can get after it rains, and listed all the 
main spots in the area. It also ended with 
the words: “If you [locals] think I’m giving / 
precious secrets away, get stuffed...” Which 
was one hell of a stupid thing to writ^ So ■ 
emotions were running high. 

There was no way in hell I was going to 
admit to Ari the Greek that l^as the one who 
wrote that piece becaus^f Ari had anything 
to do with it, whoever #ote it was either a * 
dead man or he wouldn’t catch any waves for 
the rest of the afternoon. You tell me which 
is worse. Q „ ^ 

“But youl<now what,” said Ari the Greek, 
“fuck that oke.” ‘ ^ 

I nodded. Yep, to hell with that moron, 
then the next set arrived. By the power of 
Greyskull! It was a peach, tapering off into 
the copper sunset. 

■ Ari was sitting very deep. I was all over this 
one, unless of course Ari decided to go for it. 

' “If people read what that poephol wrote 
about the water in Sea Point being dirty,” 
said Ari the Greek, projecting his voice so 
that everyone could hear^ “MAYBE IT WILL ^ 
THIN THESE BLOODY CROWDS A BIT!” - 
! Ari had an excellent 
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I made a mental note to remind him 
that I was doing us all a favour before he 
donnered me. But not right at that moment. 

Rather, I just grunted in assent. 

Like a benevolent Greek Buddha, Ah saw 
my agreement and called me onto the 
next wave. 

And, lo, it was a twisting tunnel of love. 

■k-k-k 

Sea Point has never been a secret. The 
ocean is clearly visible all the way along 
Beach Road, accompanied by one long 
Jagged, kelp-infested row of prehistoric slate 
biting into the Atlantic Ocean. This reef 
forms the bedrock of all the spots in the 
area, from the hairy drop at Queens to the 
mellow loop of Solly’s, past the creepy reef 


below Rocklands, down to the crown Jewels 
that are Off the Wall and Thermopylae in 
Mouille Point. 

Considering its population density. Sea 
Point should be one of the most crowded 
clusters of surf spots in South Africa. 

But it’s not. Partly because the waves 
themselves are a bit like your crazy ex - 
temperamental and demanding and as 
sensitive to the moon as a werewolf; and 
partly because the residents of the area 
consist primarily of - how to put this - more 
the cycling than the surfing demographic. 
The waves themselves are highly technical, 
with take-off zones that are as tiny and 
exact as the locals are intense. Figuring out 
the idiosyncrasies of the surf and actually 


THE OCEAN IS CLEARLY 
VISIBLE ALL THE WAY ALONG 
BEACH ROAD, ACCOMPANIED 
BY ONE LONG JAGGED, 
KELP-INFESTED ROW OF 
PREHISTORIC SLATE BITING 
INTO THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. 
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Figuring out the idiosyncrasies of the surf requires monk-iike devotion. 


Dave Hannant in the slot. 


getting it good requires monk-like devotion, 
despite the seemingly easy access. 

But that’s what Sea Point is. A 
contradiction. The promenade is both 
a catwalk and a urinal. Old age homes 
that smell of chicken soup lean against 
penthouses that reek of fresh paint. Gay 
couples stroll beside orthodox rabbis. 
Muslim families picnic next to tik-heads. 
Models jog past bergies. Young couples 
watch the sunset across the road from 
prostitutes. The only people who actually 
go to the beaches are the tourists and the 
perverts, but property prices are through 
the roof. 

“Sea Point has always been a bit 
schizophrenic, like a dichotomy,” says ‘Fast’ 


Eddie Concar, who has literally been in Sea 
Point longer than most of the palm trees 
that line the promenade. “Many of the 
people who grew up here in the 50s and 
60s were poor. They went to Sea Point High, 
and lived in the houses here that were built 
for ex-servicemen who returned from the 
war. But there was also a thriving Jewish 
community, who were quite well off. 

“Where the Sea Point pool is now there 
was an Italian restaurant called The 
Carousel. We used to call it The Office. 

It had a large outside area with awnings 
where the surfers would hang out with the 
kugels and the bagels, and smoke and 
drink and eat. The place was owned by the 
Baretta family - great people. The sons 


surfed and the daughters,” Fast Eddie 
winks, “were fun.” 

Eddie moved to Sea Point from Durban 
in 1970, and immediately fell in with the 
surfing crowd. “There was the Queens crew, 
the Solly’s mob and the Rocklands boys.” 

Fast Eddie reels off a long list of names, , 
among them Des Sawyer and WP surfer 
Rory Crawford. Many of these early Sea^ ^ , 


Point groms went on to become successful 


businessmen and industry leadp^ . y , 

Supreme Court Judges and ipternational 
mediation experts. / i' V ■ 

“Some of these guys ^tfh;hemselves ■ 
through varsity by hiding crayfish behind 7 
the potplant in th€ upstairs lobby of the 
Ambassador Hotel. It was a different time. 
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It’s difficult to describe. Surfing every day, and living off the fat 
of the land.” -/ . ^ ■ 

Of course, there were also those who were less lucky: the bright 
kid with the coke habit, the guy who shot his girlfriend, who lived 
under a bridge, who committed suicide... 

I ask Eddie if they surfed Off the Wall in those day^and he 
chuckles. “Remember: we didn’t have leashes back them If you 
lost your board, it would get smashed on the rocks. The first 
time we saw anything resembling a leash was when two crazy ■ 
New Zealanders came over with ropes they’d sewn onto their 
socks and then tied to their boards.” 

Eddie went through a lot of boards, and they kept getting 
shorter. Eventually, he was the first guy in Sea Point to paddle 
out on a shortboard - a 6’0” twinfin that he imported from 
Durban. “In those days,” he says, “the real proving ground for 
the laaities was Boat Bay.” 

Eh? I’m a bit shocked. I’ve often watched Boat Bay - a fickle 
little wave near Solly’s that breaks on the low tide when it’s 
really big everywhere else. It has never really inspired me to 
paddle out. All shoulder and no face. I tell him so. 

“Ah no, but that wave has changed a lot,” says Fast Eddie. 

He takes my notebook and draws me a map of how the wave 
breaks now, and how it broke when it really worked back in the 
70s. Eddie is drawing waves where none exist today, spinning 
length-ways along the wall of the Sea Point pool. 

“There’s two reasons it doesn’t break like that anymore,” he 
says. “One is that in those days, the water in the Sea Point 
pool was chlorinated [today it is salt], and every night they 
would flush the filters and pump the water out into the sea. The 
chlorine killed all the kelp. The second reason is that there used 
to be a large sandbank there. Have you ever heard of something 
called the Aeolian Sand Engine?” 

He spells it for me. 

“Ever since they developed houses along the sand dune 
between Hout Bay and Sandy Bay, the sand hasn’t been able 
to drift naturally from Hout Bay beach, over the neck and into 
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Max Elkington, part of a new generation of devotees. 



Sandy Bay. That extra sand used to get 
washed by the current past Llandudno, past 
Clifton and end up as far as Sea Point. And 
there was a sand bank there that made 
Boat Bay a barrelling wave.” 

But Eddie’s story doesn’t finish there. 

There is good news, he tells me. They’ve 
started using trucks to take sand from Hout 
Bay beach, drive it through the townhouses, 
and dump it at the top of Sandy Bay, 
creating an artificial Aeolian flow. 

“You never know,” says Fast Eddie Concar, 
“maybe one day Boat Bay will break 
properly again.” 

■k-kif 

On Christmas of 1990, tragedy struck the 
bustling little seaside suburb. A spaceship 
from Planet Jo’burg landed on the Pierhead 
Precinct of the Cape Town harbour, and 
for the next ten years the V&A Waterfront 
leeched atmosphere and money from Sea 
Point. Restaurants lost clientele. Hotels 
along the main road were converted into 


blocks of flats. Rental prices plummeted, 
and with them the calibre of the renters: 
drug merchants, ladies with pricetags, 
blacklisted gamblers - and me. 

Like every person who starts surfing in Sea 
Point, I paid my dues, literally feeding the 
mussels and barnacles that cling to the reef 
with my flesh and blood. But you gradually 
figure out the setups. And who the locals 
are. Guys like Ari Laspatzis, Dean Borchardt 
and David Hannant. 

Dave grew up in Green Point, went to Sea 
Point Primary and started bodyboarding 
overhead Off the Wall when he was ten. 
Today he’s probably the most prodigious 
surfer in the area. When we meet at La Vie 
- a stone’s throw from Rocklands - what 
strikes me immediately is that the man is 
as friendly and mellow out of the water as 
he is a hard-ass in it. 

“In those days the main road in Mouille 
Point was so quiet that you could play 
soccer in the street,” says Dave. “We’d 


make fires on the beach... But even then, as 
kids, we knew it wouldn’t stay that way.” 

I ask Dave if he thinks there’s heavy 
localism in Sea Point. 

He grins and sips his Jack Black. “There is 
when we paddle out.” 

“The original surfers in Mouille Point 
were rough guys,” he explains. “Fighters. 
Diamond divers. Guys who made their 
home at the arse-end of Cape Town. 

There was no question that they were the 
authority. I was schooled by guys like Jason 
Marriott- Watson. That respect is given froni/ 
generation to generation. We gave our / 
elders respect and we demand it in rpturn.” 
And yet, I press Dave, there arenjt as many 
nasty situations in the water as There could 
be under the circumstances^ ' 

“I’m not averse to seeipg new faces in 
the lineup. I want to see more young guys 
surfing. And there^s untapped potential 
here. There areeo many waves that go 
unsurfed, but not enough pioneers to take 
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Don’t let the photos fool you: many of Sea Point’s waves are moody and unpredictable. 
They break over patchy chunks of reef that constantly throw up surprise sections. Surfing 
here is more like running an obstacle course than drawing on a canvas but every now and 
then, you get a clean shoulder to throw a turn on. Jordan Alexander, Docklands. 
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A pigeon’s eye view. 
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“THE ORIGINAL SURFERS 
WERE ROUGH. FIGHTERS. 
DIAMOND DIVERS. GUYS 
WHO MADE THEIR HOME 
AT THE ARSE-END OF 
CAPE TOWN.” 

them on. It’s good to see the Bertish 
brothers SUPing at Pedestrians. If I was a 
natural, I would definitely surf the right at 
Three Anchor Bay.” 

“These days the original crews are all 
growing up, becoming fathers, starting 
businesses, so they’re on a bit of a timer 
in the water. They’re essentially good guys. 
They’ve got good hearts. So if you paddle 
out with the right attitude, some patience 
and a smile on your face and say howzit, 
chances are you’ll get waves.” 

Yeah. Just don’t write any articles for 
Zigzag that piss off Ari the Greek. 

A couple of months previously I had been 
sitting in the water at Thermos and the 
absolute wave of the day - one of the few 
that link up from the wreck at the point to 
the dolloses by the hotel - was caught by 


a girl. So what, right? No big deal. What is 
this, the Victorian era? 

But as we were sitting there, hoping to 
catch a bomb as peachy as the one she 
ripped to smithereens, she paddled back 
up to the lineup, turned to a stranger and 
tuned him: “Listen here, I dropped in on you 
because you need to wait your turn. Okay?” 
Spoken like a true Sea Point local - which 
she is - but as a pretty, petite blonde 
Carolyn Dent is a far cry from the rough 
pioneers described by Dave and Eddie. 

And yet, after eight years in the water here, 
Carolyn commands just as much respect as 
anyone in the lineup. 

“Ja, sure, it can be intimidating for a girl,” 
Carolyn tells me. “I tried to bring some of 
my other girl friends here but they didn’t 
like it that much. But that has more to do 
with the rocks and the kelp than the vibe in 
the water. The guys here have been really 
good to me. They look out for me. The locals 
here may be heavy at times, but they’re Just 
keeping the order.” 

And yet, you don’t have to live in Sea Point 
to be a Sea Point local. The place isn’t 
conducive to raising a family (not many 
can afford both nappies and that view) so 
people move to bigger homes in suburbs 
with more schools. Ari took some time out 



of the water to launch his business. Even 
Dave is considering moving to the burbs or 
up the coast with his wife and daughter. 

But once you have cut your teeth (and 
your ankles, and your board) on the Sea 
Point reef, it sticks with you for life. You will 
always miss getting into your wetsuit in your 
bedroom and taking it off in the shower 
(lukewarm water; too hot and your skin will 
itch). You will always miss having a window 
for a surf report. You never forget the 
clandestine channels and the private lineup 
markers. You will even miss the kelpy smell 
after developing a resistance to the grime 
in the water. There is a particular, almost 
reluctant pride in being a Sea Point surfer. 
And maybe one day we’ll be telling our 
laaities stories about those days before the 
sandbank returned to the edge of the Sea 
Point pool, when Blue Train and Pedestrains 
weren’t surfed quite as often, and when, on 
a luck, you could still score decent Cff th 
Wall with Just a few guys out. 

Those were good times. 
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Ricky Basnett returned from a mid-morning 
surf at Ansteys only to find that his car 
had been stolen from the parking lot. After 
reporting it to the police he accompanied 
three very well armed cops to Umlazi, where 
they immediately recovered his vehicle. Splab 
commends the cops for their quick response 
and Ricky for downloading the ‘Find my 
phone’ app, which led them straight to the 
stolen vehicle. 

Ricky Bobby’s close calls didn’t stop there. 

A week later he was surfing back at Ansteys 
when a large shark popped up right next to 
him and Richard Jeeves. Everyone exited the 
water post-haste without incident, but it’s 
reported Ricky has been finding it hard to get 
anyone to come surf with him since then. 

Still on the Bluff, the beaches were 
devastated by a massive spill from the 
Cuttings canal which spewed raw sewage 
into the ocean and left the beaches covered 
in trash. Municipal authorities blamed the 
spill on Eskom load-shedding, saying sewage 
pumps had failed to handle the workload, 
but it’s reported spills like this are fairly 
common on the Bluff after heavy rains inland. 
Community members and environmental 
activists say they have been urging the 
Municipality to address the problem for years, 
but not much is being done. 

As you will have gathered from this mag, 
the past Hawaiian season saw a tight crew 
of Saffas representing hard at Jaws. James 
Taylor had some bombs but his run was cut 
short after getting held in the lip by the wind 
and sucked over the falls on a monster. The 
result: one broken 10’6” and a severely 
pulled hamstring. Matt Bromley got caught 
inside on a massive rogue set which snapped 
his leash and demolished his brand new gun 
on the rocks. The boys reckon the boulders 
that line the paddle out zone are almost as 
intimidating as the wave itself and call it ‘the 
graveyard’ because it’s always littered with 
broken boards after a session. 

There has been another fatal shark attack 
in Reunion. A 20-year-old woman died from 
her injuries after she was attacked while 
swimming close to the beach at Etang- 
Sale on the southwest coast in February. 
Reunion has seen 11 shark attacks over the 
last two years, five of which were fatal. Our 
condolences go out to the friends and family 
of the victim. 


The national airwing of the SA police has 

been spraying large tracts of the Wild Coast 
with chemicals to destroy dagga plantations. 
It’s reported that over 500 hectares of land 
were sprayed during a costly three-week 
blitz. Police claim the quantities of the Kilo 
Max pesticide used are small and won’t 
affect surrounding crops or people’s health, 
but the move has sparked outrage from 
environmentalists and members of the public 
who claim otherwise. Regardless of your 
stance on cannabis, Splab reckons there are 
surely more pressing crimes to be fighting in 
SA right now. 

Parents of junior surfers and local 
businesses are looking to organise a Pro 
Junior event for Mossel Bay in September 
to tie in with the annual Mossel Bay Sports 
Festival. The initiative is being driven by 
Karen Elkington and, as with any surf 
event, it needs funding. Organisers are 
looking for 30 donations of R5000 to 
make up the budgeted R150 000. Anyone 
interested in helping can contact Llewellyn 
Whittaker from Waves School of Surfing on 
I u @ wa vessc h 0 0 1 of s u rf i n g. CO m 
Splab received word of a heavy incident at 
Long Beach, where a female surfer on her 
way for a dawnie was wrestled to the ground, 
punched in the jaw and robbed of her bag. 
She bravely fought back but the unidentified 
man sped away in a black BMW with silver 
trim around the windows. The license plate is 
thought to be CA 280035 and apparently the 
car has been seen around the Korn. Locals 
would like it known that positive identification 
of the car that leads to the culprit being 
schooled in the ancient art of chivalry by the 
cops or Korn Watch will earn you a year’s 
drop in pass at Longbeach and first right of 
refusal on all set waves. 

Brendon Gibbens has been getting plenty 
of podium time lately, despite the fact that 
he hasn’t worn a contest vest in years. BG is 
part of the international Globe team that won 
Movie of the Year at the Surfer Poll Awards 
and was recently on stage again in LA with a 
host of the world’s best free surfers for the 
premiere of Kai Neville’s new release. Cluster. 
And to end: We’re wary of big claims that 
don’t live up to the hype but Splab has seen 
evidence of a local wave that will send 
shivers down your spine. Picture something 
along the lines of 10 foot Outer Korn pitching 
like low tide Kalk Bay and you’ll start to get 
an idea. It’s not a new discovery - a small 
group of committed surfers have been riding 
it for years - but this is the first time it’s 
been properly documented. Stand by for the 
feature on Ambush Reef, coming next issue. 
Keep it real. 
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